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SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. President, nembers, | stand and rise to
support t he advancement of this bill. As some of you m ght
note, nmy name is on this bill and T' ve had more than my share” of
col | eagues cone up to me and ask ne why | would choose to signh a
bill that has very little inpact upon my district gnd its
citisens that live there, but | think it goes to the heart of
the nessage that Senator Landis was giving to us in his closing
on the commttee anmendnents in that as state senators wete
asked sonetinmes to provide for the good of all Nebraska and

lI_USt the parochial interest of the districts that we represent.

his issue brings to mind a couple of situations pat | t hi nk
swayed my judgment on this issue. Back in 1985, in fact,gn
Nay 31 of 1985, | received a nessage then from former Governor
Bob Kerrey to cone to his office i mediately, he needed to visit
with me. | went back into his office and he% W|thne
and he said, Rod, he says, | have sone bad news fo te?\fvrI

sai d we have decided, based upon some reports from iphe Banklng
Department that we need to close the Fairfield and Edgar banks
as well as the Gak and Taylor banks, and Fairfield and Edgar
happen to be communities in ny district. And | can remenber the
shock and the dismay that | had with that decision. And |
remenber meeting with those depositors and those borrowers of

those institutions and the frustrationand the anger and the
fear that they felt, the loss of potentially their deposits and,

of course, the bOrrOWerS man of which were farners where the
m ght go to find an institution that would take on thelr ‘?lne o¥
credit. And | guess since that date |' ve always had sonewhat of

a soft spot for this issue since that tinme because | can relate
that the frustration that those folks m ght have felt in ny

district are the sane kind of feelin | t hi nk y

deposi tors of Commonweal th and Sta e Securities anra otfhers Wﬁo
suffered under this collapse have to feel. And another issue
came to mind that swayed ny op| nion that this is at |least a
noral issue as well as possibly a |egal one. Andin that...in
the summer | believe it was, of 1986 or '87, the Harvard State
Airfield had a natural catastrophe a couple Of the hangars in
those areas were burned down and many of the |ocal fire
departn’ents were called to helpflght the fire on the st ate
airfield. Legal Iy, the state had no obllgatlon to pay those
volunteer fire departments {phat suffered damag their
equipment. In fact, they did offer a cl almbefore the State ' and

the attorney fromthe state argued that there was no | egal basis

in which we were to pay them The State Clains Board and this
Legi sl ature chose then not to agree with that attorney and ent

ahead and paid those clainms at a reduced |evel, but nonethel ess
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