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on a statewide basis.

regionalism b a sis that wo uld create a d iv i s i v e f ee l i ng
across...of citizens across this state which you do not heal in
a week or tw o or a y ea r or t wo . It would be there probably for
a generation. If the change can be made, and I b e l i e v e i t i s
right public policy, if t he ch a n g e can be mad e with i n t h e
current Constitution, then this is w h ere it ought to occur
b ecause t h ose k i n d s o f co n c e r n s a lot of people have are almost
impossible to address on a statewide basis without inevitably
having that regionalism issue come up and I prefer that t o t h e
extent we c an, that we keep those kinds of issues within this
bo~Iy where we' re used to treating them a nd used t o w o r k i n g with
them and create that kind of an atmosphere if we do not have to

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . Senator Withem, please, f o l l o wed b y

SENATOR WITHEN: I wou l d ca l l t h e qu e st i on .

PRESIDENT: Th e question has been called. D o I se e f i ve h a n d s ?
I do, and the question is, shall debate cease? Al l t ho se i n
f avor v o t e a y e , op p o sed n a y . R ecord, N r . C l e r k , p l ea s e .

CLERK: 27 ay e s, 3 n a ys t o cease deba t e , Nr . Pr esi de n t .

PRESIDENT: Deb at e h as ceased. Senator Withem, would yo u l i k e
t o c l o s e , p l e a s e ?

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes , I wou ld , a n d I wi l l no t t ake l on g . I
would first of all, if my remarks on the IPP motion were taken
as personally offensive by Senator Wesely, I apo l o g i z e fo r t h at .
They were n o t m e an t a s a personal attack, characterization of
the opposition to this bill that comes out of certain s egments .
Senator Schimek did a nice job of clarifying it was n ot an
o f f i c i a l un i ve r s i t y po s i t i o n aga i n st t h i s b i l l , bu t t he po s i t i on
that comes out of certain segments of the university campus and
those that are speaking for them, I do , I wi l l re pe at , I t h i n k
t hose ar e p ar och i a l interests. I d id not mean any personal
assaults on anybody by the manner in which I tried to co nvey
that particular message. We' ve spent a lot of time on this
b i l l . Th i s b i l l r i gh t n ow c o n ta i n s , I s t i l l t h i nk t h e mos t
i mportant part of thi s b i l l i s t he or i g i na l co r e o f 24 7 t h a t
calls for a study that will, hopefully, get this Legislature off
dead center in the manner in which it addresses higher ed issues
and on to actually addressing those. It also c onta i n s t he

Senator N e lso n .
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