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frankly, not a sophisticated enough politician to protect what
the ultimate outcome will be, but I do think that this probably
guarantees very interesting and nasty political warfa re s and
we' ve gone well beyond the interest of the State of Nebraska and
the interest of the people who want higher education a t t h i s
point. I realize sometimes to get where you want t o go , a s
Kearney h a s , you f e el like you' ve got to force your hand and
force your issue, but I think that we would be much wiser to go
back, and we' re probably not going to go back nowand s t u d y , I
think this changes the whole tone of the study. I question now
what exactly...I'd have to reread this bill and question what
the role of the senators and everybody else in this is, and i f
it is s imply t o facilitate a transfer and that's it, then we
haven't done anything for higher education in this state a nd I
would d i sag r ee vehemently with the points o f v i e w e x p r e s sed b y
Senator Wa r n er a n d Se n a t o r Kri s t e n se n and o thers, that thi s
d oesn' t h ave an yt h i ng to do with money. Everything has to do
with money, particularly when you don't have enough of it. So I
think that this last vote is very interesting and I guess I ' ve
thought through some things just listening to the debate here
and some o f t h e admissions that I' ve heard that I' ve never heard
before that make me think that regardless of where y ou ' re f r om,
i f y ou ' r e g en u i n e l y interested in the delivery of services in
this state, that we better think very carefully o f wh a t we ' r e
doing about it here. I would , f r ank l y , b e wi l l i ng t o s ay t h a t
I'd put the whole system under the Board of Regents, a s S e n a t o r
Elmer suggested earlier, if the Board of Regents had in any way
d is t i n g u is h e d t h e mse l v e s as abl to adequately run a s t a t ewi d e
campus, as a ble to distribut resources i n suc h a wa y i t ke ep s
the relative campuses happy and I' ve never h eard any b od y f r om
O maha that w a s ever h ap p y wi t h anything they were getting.
Maybe that's just Omaha, but I don't think so. And so I gu e ss I
think we' ve got a lot of work to do here, folks, if we' re r eal l y
going to resolve this and I'm not sure that this b i l l i s ev en
salvageable at this point and I regret that because I would like
very mu c h t o d o a se r i ou s study, but I'm not so sure but what
maybe we sh ou l d n ' t j u st k i l l t h i s b i l l and .nove on be cau se I
t hink now we ' v e op en e d a c a n of wo r ms a n d yo u o ught t o be
sitting there thinking, if I move this piece, what d o e s t h a t
mean? An d I...given the history of this body, I t h i n k i t me an s
we make the move and then the war begins for resources and we
haven' t don e any t h i ng to accomplish our goals in terms of
coordination, cooperation and s o on and a l l t hose ot h e r
highfalutin things that we a lways talk about we want to do.
We' ve simply been p o l i t i ca l l y exp e d i en t h e re . We have r e s p onded
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