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SENATOR WARNER: Nr. President and members of the Legislature,
two or three points. One of the things that we, obvious l y , a r e
touching on is the political issues involved in these decisions.
I doubt that a study is going to change those political issues.
What is, in fact, though is the higher educat i o na l po l i cy and
t ha t ' s the basis on which the amendment is offered, That was
the basis on which the bill originally was introduced. We have
heard a number of...well,two things. We have talked in terms
of two systems. Actually, in r eal i t y we h av e si x campuses
within two systems. Each o f t h o s e c a mpuses currently, excluding
t he m e d i c al scho ol now, have different peer groups. I ~ou l d
suspect that with this you will continue to have different peer
g roups f o r e ach of t ho se institutions because they do serve
somewhat of a different purpose and mostly that wil l con t i n ue .
The other issue is cooperative programs. W e have a 1 0 - v e a r
h is t o r y i n whi ch w e attempted to provide through state law a
system at th e gr aduate level of c ooperative programs. I
believed very strongly in that when it was done and I h ave t o
stand here and sa y it failed. We provided the funding and it
didn ' t wor k . Whose fault it was is somewhat immaterial. N ow I
think we a r e at a point where we have to recognize that in the
graduate field ar ea, and t h at ' s t he a r ea t ha t b eco m e s
s ign i f i ca n t t o av o i d dup l i c at i on and unnecessar y c os t . I am no t
convinced , pe r son a l l y at least, that th e co ordination of
graduate p r og r a m s, h av i ng f ailed what w e h ave t r i ed f o r
10 years , p e r h aps c an be be t t e r ad d r e sse d by establishing
Kearney as a part of the university system and, y e s , t he r e wi l l
be some graduate programs expansion. They fully expect that,
but I also expect that that is justified whether it did or not ,
so it ou ght to be in the same system. A few y e a r s a go t h e
University of Nebraska.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

S ENATOR WARNER: . . . wh e n y o u saw the advertising was the campus
of 500 miles. I' ve not seen that inrecent years. I'd like to
put some emphasis again on the fact t ha t the University of
Nebraska is a campus of 500 miles length statewide. By adding
the University of Nebraska at Kearney to that system, we can
again create not only the appearance of a 500-mile campus, bu t I
bel i ev e v er y f i r ml y that it will, i n fact, more in reality
become a 500-mile campus which students and citizens across this
state can be better served from this point forward. I be l i eve
that the study wil l b e c on si s t en t wi t h t h i s . T he way t h e
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