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is not the best way, w e wil l pu l l of f . And I under s t a n d those
arguments, certainly I have used them in the past. I f we do n o t
agree with the amendment, it is my understanding that what we
w ould t hen h ave i s L B 2 4 7 , which would look at the s tat e o f
higher education, which does not preclude discussing of what
should happen to Kearney State as a university. LB 247 w i t hou t
the amendment does not preclude that commission or that outside
group that will contract out by that c ommission, as h a s been
amended by Senato" Scofield,that would include what do we do
with Kearney State? Where should it be? What effect would i t
have? No d i sc uss i o n has been today about funding. Kearney
State is terribly off in funding, 5 0 perc en t u nde r f un d e d , but
the thing that has not been stated is, what w i l l t h i s b i l l d o t o
help t h at f und i n g? Th at f und i n g wi l l be de c i d e d, as i t i s no w
currently being decided, by the Appropriations Committee and
later by t his b ody and the Governor of the State of Nebraska,
and it will be there for two years.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...of which this amendment wil l h av e
no affect. So I hope the body, i n conc l u s i o n , a n d I kn ow I
stand here, it is one of the most difficult decisions I have had
to make being here a long time, I hope we d e c i d e b ased o n t h e
i ssues , t r ue i ssu es , and not by so m e of these s ide e v e n t s .
Thank y ou , N r . Pr e s i den t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you . Le t t h e re co r d s how t ha t Sen at o r
Wehrbein had 23 fourth grade students from Central Elementary in
Plat t s mout h v i s i t i n g today in the north balcony. A lso , t h e
Chair is pleased to report that Senator Robak h as s o m e gu es t s
f rom Humphrey, Nebraska , me mber s o f the Future F armers of
America, with their leader. I believe they are now under t h e
south balcony. Would you folks please s tand an d b e r e co g n i z e d .
Thank y o u. We ar e p l e ased t o h a ve yo u wi t h u s today .
Addi t i o n a l d i scu ss i o n , Senator Haberman, followed by Senators
Smith, Withem, Korshoj, Scofie l d , Ne l so n , NcFarland , I owe l l
J ohnson, and Warner . Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HABERNAN: Nr. President, members o f t h e b o dy , I h op e
you didn't take that announcement off of my t ime , Nr . Sp eak e r .
At t hi s t i me , f e l l ow legislators, out of t he goodness a n d
kindness of my heart and my warm feelings, I y i e l d my t i me t o
the questions that want to be asked by Senator Smith.
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