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body. W have heard this issue for quite awhile.

! : ; <+ At some
point, you start tuning things out, and | have been sitting here
listening with quite an interest. And, yes, | voted jn the

Education Conmttee to bring LB 160 out because | thought it was
an inportant enough issue, and | firmly in my heart believe that

Kearney State is a university, should be a uni versity, put I
hope the body does not get sidetracked, gnd make the deci si ons
based upon what the real issues are gyt there and not ome of
these "shab" issues that have been brought before us toc?ay. An
exanpl e of what | would call a "shab" issue, jpq | just made up
that word, | think, but it seems to apply, would be the AG's
deci si on. I'f we, as a body, if any member of the body votes
today to support this anendment because of thi s AG Opinion, | am
really kind of excited about that because the precedent we ggt

is any time an AG Opinion cones that we do not like, let's pass
that piece of |egislation because we need to challenge it in the
courts to find out for sure. It would change the whol e scope of

what we do. What | would want is g negative AG Opinion so we
could just ensure the bill would be passec?, and | don't think
that is the precedent we are setting. In  fact, Senator
Kri stensen, | think that would be the dangerous precedent |fn we
vote for the issue on that reason, on that reason. That i s not

a legitimte reason. Second of all, what has been tremendously
lacking in this discussion today is a discussion about where do
we want education in the State of Nebraska to be. What do you
senators that have spoken and that will speak, what do you
bel i eve higher education should be'? Whoshould it consist of ?
How should Kearney State, if it isa yniversity, and, again, |

believe it should be a university, how should that be a part of
the university systen? What happens to the state col leges'? And

what we have is a question of unknowns. Senator Norrissey
worries about turf, and | understand that. | am, too, as is
Senator Kri stensen and ot he.rsl All of wus are concerned about

those things, but, deep down in our hearts, | pgl|i eve that what
we are concerned about, at least | hope what we are concerned
about, is what is best for our children gnd or those children
that grow and that beconme young adults that go to the University
of Nebraska, or the University of Kearney later, or Kearney
State later, what is in their best interest educationally? And
what we are finding us in a position todayis | believe saying

ina nutshell, the following; if we agree with the amendment, we
are saying that we, as a Legislature, believe that the best
interests of t he State of Nebraska areto be served by Kearney
State becomi ng under the university unbrella before (g study,
and we will have an ongoing study, and if we find out that that
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