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harm our higher education system in the State of Nebraska. The
last time we went through this issue was about 20 years ago when
the University of N ebraska Omaha was created. Admittedly,' as
Senator Warner has said, it wasn't studied carefully. I t wa s a
floor amendment and off we went. Well , l ook i n g b a c k , t he r e a r e
many that see that point in time as a definite point at w hi ch
the university started to decline to some degree at the Lincoln
campus and Lincoln faculty members remember that day and r u e
that day. No w it's not so much that Omaha shouldn't have been
brought under the university's system because I think, c lear l y ,
Omaha deserved to b e included in the higher education system.
They deserved t o h a v e a c a mpus. The real question involved with
that decision was how it was done? W hat w as t he gov er n a n c e ?
How were the d ecisions to be made? If central administration
w as crea t ed , c o u l d t h e re h a v e b e en a better system to b ette r
control what was happening to have greater cooperation and less
conflict'? That's the sort of things, looking back, that should
h ave b e e n d one b ac k t h e n a nd ought t o b e d o n e t od a y. B efore w e
decide to bring this new campus onto the university's system, we
should know what's going to happen as a result. What happens to
the three state colleges left behind? How are th ey t o wo r k ?
How do they function together'?With the three campuses now in
the university's system, how do they i nterrelate with t h e
K earney sy st e m ? What kind of resource division will occur?
What kind of role and mission wi l l r esu l t ? Non e o f these
q uest i on s ha v e b een a s ked o r a n s wered t o any deg re e t h a t I k now
of at this point. I 'm j u s t so d i sa p p o i n t e d i n t hose t h at a r e
pushing so h ard for this to not recognize thereare l e g i t i ma t e
concerns an d i ssu es ye t t o ev e n be qu e st i o ne d , l e t a l on e
answered . And t h er e are many of us...I understand what Kearney
wants and maybe some surroundin g ar ea s in Kear n e y , bu t wh at
about Nebraska'? What about our state? What about all of us in
this state and what we want and what we hope for i n a hi g he r
education system? The r eg i o n a l sp l i t here i s n ot g o o d f o r
Nebraska. As long as we continue to debate this issue and focus
i n on i t , t h e r e wi l l b e such a regional split. It's inevitable.
Some w i l l acc use u s i n L i n co l n o f turf pr otection and
regionalism. A t the same time, that samea rgument can b e g i ve n
b ack t o t h e K e a r ney p e o p l e . O bvious l y , w e ' r e conce r n e d about
our o w n c i r cum s t a n ce and the only way you' re going to resolve
and bring the different factions a nd r eg i o n s t oge t h e r i s t o
consider our op t i on s , look at our alternatives and i f t he
conclusion is what's best for the state is to take t hi s s t ep ,
then I see it as being very difficult for individuals like me to
deny that action. But, right now, you c an't tell meand
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