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about this. But this is atime for us to, first, respect the
| egislative process, and in so doing, then also to be state
senators, and | just think that this is. jt has been presented

to you as a test case. It is an opportunity to see how nuch
authority wereally have as a Legislature, and that is a
frustration. But | think what are we really saying here? e

are saying Kearney has put so nuch heat on this body to beconme a
university that we don't care that the Education Committee
couldn't come to anything other than pretty much a deadl ock on
this issue and we don't really care much what the AG says
because we're going to take another opinion which came out of an
Omha firmthat isn't even signed and that strikes me 5q5kind of
amusi ng. I don't want to. | don't know this firmfrom Adam
frankly, so...but | guess | would suggest to you (pat robably
it would be just as easy to get yet another opinion tt?at woul“d
| ead us off down the other track. So | don't think that we
should be distracted by however many opinions any of us m ght
haul into this body. | think this sets a dangerous precedent in
terms of the way to raise such an issuein that it absolutely
t hunbs our nose at what appeared to bes committee deadl ock to
me. All of us, fromtime to time, want to thumb our noses at
the Attorney General's Opinion when it doesn't agree with the
position that we want to take. Butl think in this case | don't

agree with the reasoning necessarily that the Attorney General
used to get to the bottomline but it wouldn't bey |ot easier
if the bottomline weren't the case but | am convinced that if
we decide t hat it's gOOd pOI|Cy to move Kearney into the
universit y systemthat it will, in fact, { gke a constitutional
amendrent . That particul ar decision o} the Attorney Genera?' (S
didn't surprise me a bit. | had anticipated that that would pe
exaCtIy how the AG would rul e. And | think the real i ssue
before us today is how do you put ¢together the best higher
education system for the entire State of Nebraska? probably
doesn't make a whole lot of difference for me.  for my end of
the state what happens. Ny school is so far out there in the

west that | don't think we will be greatly affected by this e
way or the other. So | am not arguing this fromg tyrf
standpoint , although | did have a bill in there, some of you
will recall, that said, let's just change the nanes of all "the
state colleges. And | agree, Kearney has every reason ., ¢a]|
t hensel ves a Un|VerS|ty. | n fact , | would argue and did argue,
unsuccessfull 'y, before the Education cCommittee that we

should...we should entertain that name change because it' s in
t he students' best interest to do so. But |'mnot so convinced

at this point that it is inthe state's best interest yet to
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