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something less. We don't want to dilute the flagship of the
University of the State of Nebraska. What we want to do is add
to it. And, truly, what this does is create one u niversity
system and there is a lot of concerns out here. Well, K e a r n ey
is going to d o this, Kearney i s go i n g t o drag d ow n t h e
university system, or Kearney is going to take away funds that
are al r e a dy n eeded. Quite frankly, this is not about money and
this is not about funding. This is truly about governance. We
will fight that issue later about funding. K earney i s a l r ea d y a
state-funded institution, and so n o ma t t er wh er e t hose f und s
come from, we are going to have to address t h o s e u n de r f u nd i n g
issues. That is not the issue of the day. The i s su e o f t h e d ay
is if we are going to have a university operat i n g as a
university in K earney, it should be under the University of
Nebraska system and bridge this state from one end to the other.
I mentioned earlier about an Attorney General's Opinion, a nd I
think that you will find that in your Journals. I f yo u h a v en ' t
r ead i t , you can l ook o n p a g e 1 2 3 4 , the Attorney General Opinion
89015, an d t h a t op i n i o n , b as i ca l l y , g i ve s u s some history about
our state c o lleges and about their very beginnings as normal
training schools for teachers, and it makes this whole evolution
of history and about how this state incorporated them i nt o t he
Constitution. And then at the very end, it makes the jump and
said, well, since their mission is that o f p r i m a r il y be i n g a
teachers co l l eg e , they are going to need something else. The
B oard o f T r u s t e e s h a s b e e n empowered, m u c h as t he Boa r d o f
R egents h as , a n d w e h a v e said to the Board of Regents, you can' t
add or sub t r ac t o ut of there. The B oard of Regents hasa
general governance of the university and, t hu s , so d oes the
Board o f T r u s t ee s They are going to make that jump and that
ana' ogy but that is- not true, and I h a v e h a n ded ou t a h a n d ou t
which sh o w s you a little difference between what the Attorney
General ' s O p i n i o n i s , and we have an outside opinion drawn f rom
a law firm up in Omaha, and I know what most of you are going to
say, well, those are just lawyers ' op i n i on s , a nd you k n ow
something ? You ar e r ight , t h at i s a l l t hey a re . Bu t , q u i t e
frankly, if we d on' t ch al l eng e the basic premise that the
Attorney General's Opinion set fo r t h , we ar e sett i n g a ve r y
dangerous c ou r se . Senator Warner is right. The re a l i s su e on
this, the real issue is, s hould Kea r n e y become part o f the
University of Nebraska system? It has over 9,000 students. It
offers a variety of master's programs. A nd, su re , w e m i gh t ha v e
some duplication undergraduate. Everybody i s go i n g t o h ave t o
h ave E ng l i sh 10 1 , and math , a n d s o o n , bu t , real l y , w h a t w e a r e
talking about is the availability of master's programs i n t h i s
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