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d iscussed . I d o want to deny the chance for it to pass,
however , b ec a us e I t h i nk it is so onerous and offensive and
negative to come to this Legislature and be cons i d e re d at thi s
t ime . And why do I feel so strongly about it? I f ee l so
strongly about it because we are considering at this very moment
a bill to conduct a study on higher education in this state , t o
understand its implications, and its future, and try to come to
a conclusion as to what direction it should t ake . Th e very
moment we wa nt to take that study underway and b e g i n t h at
process, we want to jump to the conclusion that some people want
to reach from that study and implement it prior to the study . I
t h ink t h a t i s f oo l i sh . It is pure foolishness. I t h i nk i n
terms of wh at the pu blic must think about us, I hope t h e y
realize that there are many of use that think first you look at
an issue, consider it, contemplate your alternatives, a nd t h e n
you take action. You don't determine the conclusion, you don' t
move to the c onclusion prior to knowing what your optionsare
and what t h e i ssu e s a r e . And so with that brief comment, I
simply would oppose the suspension of the rules and al l o w u s t o
proceed to discuss the study issue, proceed to discuss h o w we
examine th' s matter, and not continue to burden us down with the
Kearney State particular issue and demands that are being placed
on us , whe n we h ave b r oader , more important issues to consider

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Sen a t o r B e yer i s a nnouncing som e
guests in our north balcony. W e have 49 e l e v e nt h g r a d e students
from American Government class out of Gretna. W ould you peop l e
please stand with your teacher. Thank you ver y much and we are
v ery pl ea se d t o have you with us this afternoon. Further
discussion on t he m otion to suspend t he r ules , Senat or
Kristensen, followed by Senators Abboud, Langford, and Scof i e l d .

SENATOR KR I STENSEN: T hank y o u , Mr . S p e aker , and members. I
find Senator Chambers comments very good. It makes me a little
scary, too, that I start to agree with him. Maybe it is because
the pe r d i em chec k s came out or something, everybody ~s i n a
good mood, I d o n ' t k n o w. B ut, s e r i o u sl y we ha v e a cr i s i s i n
this state, and i f we don ' t addr e ss this issue today, the
Kearney State issue is not a new issue. It is not one that just
fell off the truck. I t has b een h er e a l l se ss i o n . I t ha s had
i t s pub l i c he ar i n g . I t has had i t s p u b l i c d e b a t e , a nd now i s
the time for it to be debated in this Chamber. And the c r i s i s
t hat we hav e i s a result of an Attorney General's Opinion.
Senator Scofield alluded to it but, quite f rankly, I w ant t o

f i r s t .
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