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with broad, serious issues of concern to the popul ace, e have
to find a way to allow ourselves as a Legislature to |egislate.
If the federal government tried to restrict us as we foolishly
are doi ng ourselves, we would tal k about inproper.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...pressure  brought onus by the federal
government. |f the State Supreme Court interpreted the |agw to
restrict us as a Legislature as wWeare doing by our own ryles,
we would talk about improper judicial interference and
| egislation by the court which should not occur, gndwe would be
correct in both instances. So we are giving up voluntarily that
whi ch we woul d not tol erate anybody el se taking from us. nd i
that is the path the Legislature intends to continue follow ng,
we deserve exactly what we get when the public beconmes aware
how restricted our ability to deal with |egislation has become.
Nobody forced us to do this. Wedi d it as a nonthinking,
i rresponsible body, and | think.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: . ..it is a shane.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESEIY: Thank vyou. Nr. Speaker, Senator Chambers'
conments have put me in an awkward position because tend to
agree with him At thesanme tine, every time | have used the
argunent on one of my bills, | haven't done very well. So
I...maybe | should be consistent here, maybe we should be
consi stent and debate the issue and vote on tnhe suspension of
the rules on this one, instead of being, 35| think we should
have been in the past, nore open about allowing us o consider

some amendments to bills. So | amin an awkward position.
CGenerally, | believe we do need to open up the process 4ndall ow
nore amendnents; at the sanme time, we haven't done that . We

have beennarrowin the germanenessrme and we have regularly
not suspended the rules to allow gpendments. So | guess in this

situation, | amsaying, let's continue to fg|ow that policy,
but hope that we change it at a later point when | try again on
sone of ny other bills. Inany event, a little attenpt to
provi de sonme hunor because this is a very serious matter, a very
difficult decision to nake. | don't want to deny the chance to
discuss the issue. I think, obviously, it needs to be
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