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support i t .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you , N r . Pr e s i d e n t . If Senator Warner
would share with me a little...a few of his thoughts, I w o u l d
l i k e t o d i r ec t a q ue st i on or two at him.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Se n a t o r W a r n e r.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Senator Warner, having listened to Senator
Withem's suggestions about why we ought to at least think about
suspending the rules at this point, I would like for you to take
some time and talk about what you would envision in terms of how
your...I think I understand that your goal here is to get at the
legal questions surrounding all of this and to make sure we get
there in time, and correct me if I am say i ng something that
i sn ' t true about what you are thinking, that we get those kinds
o f decisions made i n time to deci de whether we n eed
constitutional amendments or ot he r wi s e . A nd I am h a v i n g a
d i f f i cu l t t i me w h y , I realize you say I think this is the r i gh t
thing to d o and we ought to just do it, but I think there is a
lot more to it than that as you would agree with me. I w o u ld
like you to share with us your thoughts in terms o f t h e p r oc e s s
that would probably ensue if we happened to amend this into the
b ill in terms o f what kinds o f le gal challenges would you
anticipate, and where would we go from there, and how w o u l d we
might re so l v e a l l t h i s?

SENATOR WARNER: Thank you, Senator Scofield. A s I h a v e
indicated before, obviously, t he pu r p o s e i s t o address t h e
substantive policy issue but the Attorney General's Opinion did
create another question beyond which I. ..at least, beyond what I
had anticipated. One of those, which seems to me th at is
directly going to influence the study by a consultant, is more
clearly what is, in fact, the role of the state col l e g es , a nd I
did not anticipate the narrow interpretation that, at l e a s t , wa s
suggested i n t h e Attorney General's Opinion . Second l y , of
course, is how much legislative direction do we curren t l y h ave
power t o d o u nd er the Constitution, which I a l so t h i nk
materially affects the direction of that study. I woul d a ssu me
that based on what I haveread, at least, the Attorney General
saying that there would be a c ase filed as a test case,
obviously, we have had legal opinions to the other effect that
there is no problem. The bill, the amendment as it is proposed
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