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adopt this amendment because it does do a number of things to
improve the bill. It gets a more specific sort of study, it
streamlines it so we have a better time line, it puts the study
under he L eg i sl at u r e as o p posed t o b ei ng u nder some f r e e
floating body out there and I think, if we' re going to make any
changes, we need to make that very clear. I don't know if it
clarifies the role of the community colleges any more t h an t h e
o rig i n a l bi l l doe s , b u t , h op e f u l l y , i t d oe s also do that. So I
t hink t h e a mendment bas i c a l l y i s a go o d b i l l . I 'm go in g t o ask
you to vote to adopt the Withem amendment at this point, n ot t o
let your views on the Kearney issue color the situation, and
then let's get an up or a down vote on whether this s tudy o u g h t
to be a specific reference to the Kearney issue o r n o t . So ,
with that, I ask you to adopt the amendment.

PRESIDENT: Thank y ou . The question is the adoption of the
Withem amendment. All those in favor v ote a ye , op po s e d nay.
Have you all voted that care to? Record, Mr . Cl e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: 25 aye s, 7 n ay s , Mr . P resi d e n t , on adoption of Senator
Withem's amendment.

PRESIDENT: Th e Withem amendment i s ad o p t e d. Do you h av e
anything further on it, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , I do. I have other amendments filed
ear l i e r , bu t as Sen a t o r W it h e m i s p r i n c i p l e i n t r odu c e r , Senator
Withem w o u l d move t o a mend t h e b i l l . (Withem amendment appears
on page 1573 of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yes, the amendment is a very s i m p l e b i l l . I t
takes out the s pecificreferences to Kearney State within the
study, doesn't mean they won't study Kearney St at e . Kea r n e y
State, obviously, is one of the seven fo u r - y e a r c am puses we h a v e
i n N e b r a ska and , o b v i o u s l y , will be part of tne study. But , i f
this amendment is adopted, the Kearney amendment. . .Kearney i s n o
longer specifically mentioned in the bill. I offer this for a
v ery sp ec i f i c r ea s o n . Senator Wesely, I see you sitting here.
I may even let you do the closing on this a m endment, i f y ou
chose to, because I'm not for this amendment. I want to make it
very clear I am no t for this amendment. I think the Kearney
issue is one that has become so critical, it's the one that has
brought all of our attention onto higher ed, brought all of our
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