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state needs to be moving and how fundamental to that v ision i s
our higher education system, that I f eel this study is
absolutely integral to perhaps our future destiny, that perhaps
this whole discussion, prompted b y t h e Ke a r ne y i ss u e b u t ,
hopefully, in a much broader context is, in fact, a d i s cussion
about our future and our destiny as a s tate , an d p e r haps as a
nation. That's why I suggest the sort of issues that are raised
by Senator Withem's amendment are so fundamental for us to take
the t i me and r ea l i ze the situation. I, frankly, don't have
amendments or suggestions as to ho w to improve the Withem
amendment.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: He starts off, I think, in the right direction
in trying to change a bit of the membership of the committee,
trying to g ive more focus to it. I simply d i s agree wi t h t h e
priorities and the sense of phasing of t hi s i ssu e. But I
certainly think we need to understand the broader context, the
e conomic i m p l i c a t io n s , the understanding of what k i nd of .
competition we' re in today in terms of our economic future. I
also think generally in terms of that economic future I s ee a
couple of very basic fundamental issues that we have to decide,
and that's why I think we need to look first at th e overal l
system. Numb e r one , there is the idea of higher education
r eaching o ut ac r os s the state and educ ating, enhancing,
empowering o ur peopl e , and that is really where the Kearney
State issue comes into and where t hey ' ve been aggressive i n
r eaching out ac r o s s t h e state. But the other side of education
i s i t s e x c e l l e n ce , i t s abi l i t y t o do research, its ability to
have the very best scholars teaching our very best students, so
that they will be the best not only in our state and our nation,
b ut around th e wor l d . And that excellence question is the one I
don't think we address unless we do a broader study first and
look at K earney State second. And t he t ime.. . ( r e c o r der
malfunction) ...take that effort and do i t . . . (recorder
malfunction).

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Senator Noore, followed by Senator
Scofield and Senator Crosby.

SENATOR NOORE: Question.

PRESIDENT: Question has been called. Do I se e f i v e h a n d s? I
do. The quest i o n i s , shall debate cease? All those in favor
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