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still going to have to narrowit nore. pgut th oint I'm in
to make right nowis if you don't at |east hea ut genera}w |ﬂ
the right direction, you aren't ever going to get there, folks,
you aren't ever going to get at the kinds of questions you want
to address. I am more than willing to address the
constitutional questions that have been rajsed by Kearney. They
are legitimte questions. \e can't do a thing, frankly, until

we resolve those and | think we wil I . once we head in the right

direction first, then I'm suggesting then let's work on | anguage
to make sure that wi t hin thi Sstudy we get those answers and
that we get themsoon. | agree with Senator Warner, there isn' t
any sense delaying that because otherwise we're just going ¢4
nuddle  around and study stuff and we aren't going to get
anywhere. But |' m suggesting to you that if you accept y
anendnment, we have at |east started at a proper starting poi nm

If we don't do thiS, t hen the Study appears_to me to ? driven
only by the Kearney question and everything else w ? get | ost

in the haze. | have expressed concern before about the
|'i keli hood of a consultant com ngnlyn for $250,000 and being able

to address those questionsandalso address the broader issues
that are addressed in the Wthem amendment. anqso | think

: ) we
first have gOt to at |l east head this Sh|p in the r|ght direction
before we can get anywhere el se. | 'mgoing to laterrjjse

issues as well as far as...there isn't any opportunity much here
for the general public outside of our ygles as elected officials

to be heard. | think that's inproper, given the i nportance of
higher education and | wi|| be bringing further amendnents gp
that. | would like to address, at sone point, how a planning
process works and | don't think |' ve got tinme to do it right

now. But if we do the strategic plan that | am proposing, then
there are a nunber of steps that you need to outline to assist a
consultant in making sure that that's a tine efficient process,
that it is inclusive enough to address statewide concerns and at
the same tine it draws on the kind of expertise that we have.
woul d suggest as well that we would 100k 4t some ot her...sone
o_the_r states in what they' re doing. | mentioned Wyoming.  West
Virginia recently conpleted a study that I think is gimilar to
what is being contenplated here and, surprisingly enough, they
suggestod they ought to create yet snot.her gysiem t.ilthel than
conbine them And so  you have to bo aware that i f wo don
direct this in a certain way, | guess | don't knowif | want
turn a consultant |oose and say, go out and take a | ook at t%e
uni verse of higher education and tell ne what ;g4 0. But |
woul d suggest that if we took a | ook at back at tﬁe early role

and m ssion statenents that Senator Warner and | have both
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