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I have a report of Registered Lobbyists, Nr. President, for this
past week. And that's all that I have. Thank you.

P RESIDENT: Tha n k y o u . Senator Kristensen, please, followed by
Senator Wesely, followed by Senator Bernard-Stevens. Senator
Kristensen, p l ease.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank you, Nr. President and members, it' s
a pleasure to stand here before you this morning and speak about
the issue of Kearney and about the issue of a s tudy a n d we ' r e
going to probably get to those yet t his m orning m o r e
specifically. But what I want to speak about at th e pr esent
time is S enator Withem's amendment. And Senator Withem's
amendment really wasn't an idea of bringing K e a r ney i nto t he
university when it started. It had a very good goal and that
was to study higher education. And as t h i s i ssue has e v o l v ed
about w h er e ar e we going to go with higher education in this
state, the Kearney issue seemed to natura l l y f l ow i nt o that .
That's something we logically want to discuss. That's something
we want to l ook at and ultimately want to do because, as you
will hear later today when we present some of the i ssues ab o u t
Kearney, w h y t he r e i s a co mpe l l i n g n e e d t o br i n g i t i n t o t he
university system. B ut I r i se t h i s m o r n i n g at this time to
support the Withem amendment. I t ' s a carefully drawn amendment.
I t ' s one that puts the study into a perspective of two phases.
You know, so often we sit here and we talk about claims a nd w e
t alk abo u t l ega l meanings and we do all these sorts of things
that are very, very specific. H ere we have a chan c e t o t al k
about the d irection of higher education and we could sit and
just have a study and that study could do a variety o f t hi ng s .
It could talk about how to have a higher quality of education.
Senator Withem's amendment gives us some direction, it gives us
some very sp ecific t hings t o do. And I would oppose t h e
Scofield amendment to that simply because we n ee d t o hav e a
d irection to g o , a very good direction to go and that's one of
two phases. Let's study what ought to be done and then h ow t o
do it. That will fit very nicely into a discussion later this
morning about what do we do with Ke a r n e y and how d oe s t hat
direction fit. The issue right now isn't do we put Kearney in
with the Scofield amendment. I would as k y o u t o support t he
Withem amendment and let's get on and talk about the real issues
and where we' re going to go with higher education in the state .

PRESIDENT: Senator Wesely, please, followed by Senator
Bernard-Stevens.
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