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think it was 756, passed in 1978, wasn' t i t , Senator War n e r ' ?
That ' s not a bad p iece of work yet and in terms of the goals
that were laid out there that we wanted to accomplish, I w o u l d
suggest that that's the proper starting point. Take a . . . st a r t
building off of that and let's see if we can...if we could , i n
fact, accomplish more to our sa tisfaction what that list of
goals and objectives laid out for us at t h a t t i m e, I t h i n k we
would b e ab l e t o resolve a lo t of ou r concerns about the
efficiency of higher education in the state. But, essentially,
the problems of higher education in the state come down largely
to one of money. It 's a basic economics question t ha t t h e
economists talk about scarcity and the fact that humans always
want more than they can afford to buy. And I t h i n k, g i v en ou r
current econo m ic situation, we are feeling very much that way
about higher education and we see the potential for it a nd I
think we tend t o just...I think, the study, if we don't step
back and take a little bit more comprehensiv e l ook at t h i n g s ,
w e' re goi n g to end up just r eshuffling the pieces with no
guarantee that, in fact, Kearney will resolve what I t hink a r e
legitimate funding concerns. I think every institution in the
state has legitimate funding c oncerns bu t I don' t t hin k i f
we...if we don't think this through better than we' re about t o ,
we' re going to miss the boat here . Seco nd qu estion, i t ' s
difficult in a state like Nebraska or any big state, is that
question of access. How do you balance quality offerings with
t he need t o p ro v i d e a c c e s s statewide and, again, that leads to a
proliferation of programs and everybody coming in wanting new
programs. I would suggest that I t h in k wi t h i n ou r ex i s t i n g
array of resources for higher education that we have an adequate
structure, at least in terms of the pieces that are there, t o d o
a g oo d j ob a n d t o ad d r e s s p e r h aps more a dequatel y t h e n e ed s w e
have in this state that we' re now doing. But I think we can' t
just go out and somehow in some random way start moving those
pieces a r ound and t h i n k w e ' r e really going to get at the t h i n g s
that we want to talk about. And so I would ask you to, first,
think about what is it exactly that you w ant to k now a b o u t
higher education or what is it right now that concerns you, how
concerned are you and we' ll work together to take this s tudy a n d
narrow it. Do I have any time left? Or do I have a minute or
so, Nr . Pr e s i d e n t ?

SPEAKER BARRETT: I'm s or r y ,

SENATOR SCOFIELD: How much t i m e d o I h a ve l e f t ?
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