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SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Di scussion continues on the
committee amendnments. Senator Lowell Johnson.

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: M. Speaker and nenbers of the Legislature,
I think |I can partially respond to the question posed by Senator
Hefner. In the e."cperience that |' ve had in hospital affairs the
podiatrists having been given staff privileges on hospital, gpqg
with respect to their surgery involved, in our case, they were
allowed to perform surgery under supervision of a qualified
surgeon who is on the staff already. so there would be coverage

fromthat standpcint. Andlwould like to urge also acceptance
of the bill, because hospital staff privileges generally are
desirable for podiatrists which would include services to
people, like diabetics and the senior citizen, a5 has already

been indicated, but also those people who have been involved and

are involved in active sports such as running and aerqbics.
Since they are qualified to performsurgery in their own of?u:e,
the best place to performin a nore difficult surgery would be
in a hospital, as opposed to the office gettjng. Inthis case
then they would be, if there are complicationsinvolved, the
privileges of the hospital would enable the podiatrist g have
i mediate attention adnitted to the hospital to deal with any
problens. Under this bill podiatrists would therefore become 4
part of the total health teamin providing health care, not only
to the diabetics,as we indicated, but the senior citizens and

anyone who needs special treatnent for their feet. Thank vyou,
Mr. Speaker.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any other discussion on the

conmmittee amendments? Senator Wesely.

SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. |nclosing, again the
committee amendnents do becone the bill. Andin response to
Senator Hefner's questions, again what we' re providing for pere
is a nondiscriminatory situation, so that podiatrists now will

haV? an equal opportun!ty, within their scope of practice,
having the chance to utilize hospital facilities. There are 35,

| believe, podiatrists in the state. I amaware of only one
currently with hospi tal privileges. There has been
discrimnation in the past, | think it was unreasonable, 4pq g

have agreed to stop that discrimnation and allow a reasonabl e
process to proceed. | think we ought to adopt these agmendments
and advance the bill. | think it deals with a long-standing

probl em t hat (_:Iearly we' ve cone to a tine at which e're ready
to address it, and appreciate your support for the commttee
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