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SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank y o u. Di scuss i o n c ont i nues on t he
committee amendments. Senator Lowel l Jo h n son .

SENATOR L. JOHNSON: Mr. Speaker and members of the Legislature,
I think I can partially respond to the question posed by Senator
Hefner. In the e."cperience that I' ve had in hospital affairs the
podiatrists having been given staff privileges on hospital, and
with respect to their surgery involved, in our case, t hey w e r e
allowed to perform surgery under supervision of a qualified
surgeon who is on the staff already. So there would be co verage
from that standpcint. And I would l i ke t o urg e a l so acceptance
of the b ill, because hospital staff privileges generally are
desirable for podiatrists which would include services t o
people, like diabetics and the senior citizen,as has a l r eady
been indicated, but also those people who have been involved and
are involved in active s ports su c h a s runn in g a nd a e r o b i c s .
Since they are qualified to perform surgery in their own office,
the best place to perform in a more difficult surgery would be
in a hospital, as opposed to the office setting. I n this case
t hen t h e y wo u l d be , if th e r e ar e co m plic a t i o ns i n v o l v e d, t he
privileges of the hospital would enable the podiatrist t o hav e
immediate attention admitted to the hospital to deal with any
problems. Under this bill podiatrists would therefore become a
part of the total health team in providing health care, not only
to the diabetics,as we indicated, but the senior citizens and
anyone who needs special treatment for their feet. T hank y o u ,
Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Any other discussion on the
committee amendments? Senator Wesely .

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Mr. S p e a ker . I n c l o s i ng , a g a i n t he
committee amendments do become the bill. A nd in r e sponse t o
Senator Hefner's questions, again what we' re providing for herei s a nond i s c r i minatory s i t u a t i o n , so that podiatrists now will
have an equal opportunity, within their scope o f pr a c t i c e ,
having the chance to utilize hospital facilities. There a re 3 5 ,
I believe, podiatrists in the state. I am aware of only one
c urrentl y wi t h hospi t a l pr i v i l ege s . There ha s bee n
discrimination in the past, I think it was unreasonable, and al l
have agreed to stop that discrimination and allow a reasonable
process to pr o c eed. I think we ought to adopt these amendments
and advance the bill. I t h i n k i t d ea l s wi t h a l ong - st a n d i n g
problem that clearly we' ve come to a time at which w e' re r ea d y
t o a d d r e s s i t , and appreciate your support for the committee
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