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water, I don't think we have fully explored all the avenues that
we h ave , as a st at e , to protect what is one of our most
important resources. And, in fact, I c a n appreciate the
skept i c i s m t h at I t h i n k Se n a t o r E l mer v i e w s t h i s w i t h a l i t t l e
bit, just because I think we' re all a bit skeptical from time to
time of studies. But the fact of the matter is we really didn' t
look at that whole interstate commerce clause question, we
really didn't push that very far. In fact, Senator Lamb had a
bill that I don't think came out of committee that also r a i sed
t hat whol e i s s u e . And I j u st t h i nk i t wou l d b e i r r e sp o n s i b l e o f
us not to pursue this as far as possible so tha t w e h av e a s much
information before us as legislators before we wade out into the
whole issue of water policy, water transfer policy. You migh t
be interested to know that just last weekend, at t h e NCSL
conference that some of us attended, that this topic came up
kind of as an aside in a meeting I was at that was attended by
states all over the country. And I was surprised at how much
interest there is on this issue. Many ot her state s a r e
grappling w ith ' thi s . Minnesot a wa s o ne that commented
specifically that day, a s was Nevada, a s w a s A r i zo n a . I t h i n k
we have some information here that once we figure out these
things we' re going to have some answers that some other s tat e s
are going to want to have as well. In fact the College of Law,
when I approached them about their interest in d oing t h i s ,
s uggested to m e that there are legitimate legal questions to
pursue here, and in fact they think there is probably e ven a n
opportunity to leverage other funding to pursue this whole,
broad policy area and related policy areas. So I t h i nk t h i s ma y
well put into our h ands, as legislators, information that
perhaps no one e l se i n the country might have. E ven t h e
National Academy of Sciences is t h i n k i n g ab ou t compi l i n g , at
least, what information states now have on the water transfer
issue . So I t hi nk w e r e al l y . ..we owe this to the citizens of
Nebraska t o mak e sure that we have thoroughly explored all of
our options before we proceed with making p o l i cy . So , with
that, I would ask you to advance the hill. Thank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. T he question before the body is
the advancement of LB 710. Those in fa vo r v ot e aye, o p p o sed
nay. Voting on the advancement of the bill. Please r e c o r d .

C LERK: 31 ay es , 0 n ay s , M r . Pr e s i d e n t , on the advancement of
LB 710.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 710 is ad v a nced. LB 6 46 .
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