April 6, 1989 LB 812

program |t's already been spent. It's already peen in the
students’ hands, having peen appropriated under the SSIG
program Thi s amendnment changes the definition of where that
noney was appropriated and appropriates it to a new fund, g new
program and would point out that that new programdoesn' t

exi st . So what we' re doing here is, for those of you heard it
tal ked about reinventing governnent yesterday, we're kind of
reinventing government here. We're appropriating noney that' s
al ready been spent to a program that doesn't exist and | 'm

suggesting to the body that naybe we don't want to do that.

PRESI DENT: There are...Senator Warner, please. senator Warner.

SENATOR WARNER: Excuse nme, Nr. President, | thought maybe |
ought to recite as | understand the amendnment that we're
consi dering, as I understand theanendment which would strike

Section 11 is to, would be to indicate that any student
financial aid that is totally fundedfrom state noney ought to
be dictated by what the federal regulations are on that program
rather than a separate and distinct state program which we
could, if t he body wi shed to do_ so, could be distributed in the
sane fashion or it could be distributed in some other fashion,
but in either event we would not be dictated to by federal
decisions, federal level regulations asto what our choices are
and it seens to me that that makes a great deal npre sense. I
seriously doubt that there is a problem with making this

adj ustnment in the current appropriation and, again, as |'ve
indicated it's merely to retain a |ower maintenance of effort
V\/r_n ch is to the advantage of the state. The second thing |
might say, you know, | appreciate that thereare opposing

vi ewpoints on how all of this is to be done gndin many respects
the inclusion of this section aside from the logic gf the
mai nt enance  of effort jssue. The other, probably more
appropriate consideration would be the fact that by doing this
then the majority of the Legislature in whatever decision
eventually is made, we will not be restricted in +tnat decision
by some previous budget action which may or very likely may not
have been made had the distribution known to be 4t that time as
it will be in the future without a change. g5 the provisions
is solely one of leaving the Legislature to pe able to ad apt
whatever state scholarship programthat it wants to do, 4pd not
be encunbered in that decision by any federal restrictions on
how noney may have been used or not used in the past.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Wthem your light is the |ast
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