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discussing here earlier, Senator Withem, particularly, a nd now I
am g o i n g t o a sk you a question. Senator W a rner, can we
establish such a separate account contrary to what I u nders t a n d
is federal requirements in the way we distribute this m oney, a n d
what i t sound s l i ke we ar e do i n g he r e i s n ow setting aside
another...making a new program to put this money into and t o t r y
to comply and satisfy the federal level, but at the same tim e
still not meeting what t hey h av e . . . I h ave been t o l d b y t h e
m embers of t he bod y i s no t c on s i de r ed by t hem t o b e
const i t u t i on al ?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senato r W a r n e r .

SENATOR WARNER: Senator Smith, the federal regulations does not
prohibit, as I understand it, the distribution of the m oney f o r
prior year Pell grants, which is essentially what we h ave be en
d oing . Th e ch ang e c ame abou t b ec a u s e of the Attorney General' s
interpretation of the statute wh i ch says t h at we h av e to
distribute it differently under exi s t i ng l aw . I d on ' t k now h ow
much time is left of yours.

. .

SENATOR SMITH: Do you have your light on?

SENATOR WARNER: Ye s .

SENATOR SMITH: We l l , what I wou l d l i k e t o do i s j u s t as k i f I
run out of tim e, you can go a h ea d a n d u se my time, but if you
run out, which I was given by Senator Withem, but i f y o u h av e
time then, if you r un ou+ , w o u l d yo u continue to...what I really
a m c o n c e r ne d ab ou t i s ca n w e e v e n d o w h a t you a re s a y i n g t h a t
what we a r e do i ng he r e? A re we u s i n g t he sam e criteria that we
are sup p o se d t o b e using if you are setting up this s epara t e
k ind o f a p r og r a m , a new program, for this fund? I t i s h a r d f o r
me to put it into words, but do you understand what I am t r y i n g
t o as k y ou ?

SENATOR WARNER: Ye s

SENATOR SMITH: Okay.

SENATOR WARNER: And , Senator Smith, as I have been listening to
t he d i scus s i o n, it occurs to me that I really am. . . t h e o pt i on
that we are trying to provide for the Legislature is, I am n ot
r eal l y d esc r i bi ng i t a s I sh ou l d h av e . All our discussion has
been tha- the overmatch, which wa s t h e 750 , 00 0 t ha t wa s ad d ed
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