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I am supportive of Senator Withem's efforts in this area, except
have a concern about the fact that if we eliminate Section 11

from this appropriation, this deficit appropriation b i l l , wi l l
we be taking the funding in any way away from what we are
talking about doing, one way or the other, in the bill that you
are proposing later on, four, something , o r i n 6 51 ?

SENATOR WARNER: No, Senator Smith, they are really. .. i t i s a l l
an interrelated issue. The funds that were appropriated last
t ime , i t wa s a l i t t l e over a mi l l i o n , about 1 , 2 7 0 , 000 , h av e a l l
been disbursed. So the only thing that is being d one he r e i n
the reporting of the amount of SSIG funds that the state would
indicate to the federal government would be reduced in this here
to the amount that was distributed prior to the 750,000 that was
added last year, and that was in the vicinity of 5 30,000, I
believe. So we are not affecting this. What the amendment in
t he b i l l d oe s , i t wou l d maintain that previous l eve l o f
maintenance of e ffort at that 530,000 before money was added
last year, which leaves the flexibility to the majority o f t h e
Legislature, whatever they decide on the distribution o f t h o s e
scholarsh ip s t h r o ugh 6 51 o r so m e ot he r , 4 68 or so m e o t h er
vers i on . I t al l ows that flexibility. If you strike this,
because that means the effort is a three-year average, it would
automatically come up to abcut 760,000 instead of the 530,000
that we'd have to maintain in the SSIG to be distributed under
the provisions of 651.

SENATOR SNITH: All right, then let me ask you another q u e s t i o n
then, Senator Warner. Now are you saying to me t hat we wo u l d
have to have this in here in order to get the federal or are you
s~ying that this c an b e use d h owever we dec ide t o spend i t ,
whether it is 651, or whatever that other number o f b i l l i s ,
four, something that you have coming up'?

SENATOR WARNER: We are not affecting in a ny way what is
current l y d o n e . . .

SENATOR SMITH: In other words, this has nothing to do w i t h

SENATOR WARNER: ...because that is already disbursed. W hat t h e
amendment does do is would allow the level of funding for next
year to be adjusted to whatever the majority of the L egis l a t u r e
decides and the maintenance of effort requirement would beat
the same level as it was before we added money last year.

e ithe r . . .
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