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discovered through an Attorney General's opinion that the manner
in which the SSIG money has been appropriated is incorrect,
probably both incorrect by our state statutes, o bvious ly , b y o u r
state statutes. That is what we were talking about yesterday on
651. Probably also incorrect by federal rules a nd r e g u la t i on s
in that we have to m ake an accounting for the cost of the
institution when we determine student financial needs. What
468, the committee amendments to 468 seemed to be admitting is,
yeah, that is probably true. W ith SSIG,we p r obabl y hav e t o
make an accounting for the cost of the institution when we
figure financial needs. So what 468 does is it creates a n ew
state scholarship need sor t o f p r o g r am . It appropriates money
to that program to carry on our manner of distribution t hat we
did previously, probably improperly. If you are going to take
t he 468 approach, you a r e g o i n g t o say that the way in which we
appropriated the money in the past is the way you want to
continue it, but, there is a problem in doing that, and the
amendments to 812, Section 11 of 812, admits that there is a
problem in doing that because if you don' t, because o f f ed e r a l
regulation known as the maintenance of effort approach, which I
don't understand as well as I should, but there is a maintenance
of effort regulation that i n o r d e r f o r you to continue to
receive the federal dollars that we are matching that go into
this SSIG fund, we have to continue a certain level o f sup p o r t
of that program. We made a mistake last year, if you don't want
to...I don't think it was a mistake, but this bill seems to be
saying we made a mistake last year. W e approp r i a t e d 7 50 , 0 0 0
additional dollars into the SSIG program as an overmatch, and
with that 750,000 there, we can't just go back to our pr ev i o u s
level of appropriation, which I t h i nk was somethin g l i ke
$128,000 and still get the match. So what we are doing with the
amendment, Section 11 amendment to LB 812, is we are r edef i n i n g
what we did last year. We are saying we didn't really mean for
that to be SSIG money. Federal government, believe u s, we
d idn ' t mean to do that. We are redefining what that was, even
though we appropriated the money last year to SSIG, we wan t t o
ex post facto change that designation to this new program, and I
repeat, this new program doesn't exist. If, and it is probably,
if the body wants to make the policy decision that the 468
approach is the correct one, that we should distribute money to
students financial need, and not include within that formula the
cost of the i nstitution that they attend, and you want t o
continue that status quo way of doing it, you probably n eed t o
do it. I am not so sure you can do that, though. I am no t s o
sure you can appropriate money tha has al r e a dy b ee n sp en t by

3557'


