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conducted a series of meetings in this area between business and
labor factions, and was able to, a t that time,arr iv e a t a
mutually agreeable number that was b r o u gh t t o t h e f loo r by
a mendment an d w a s pas s ed by t h e b od y w i t h re l at i v e l y l i t t l e
controversy on the floor. That was also my intent t hi s ye ar .
However, t h e pa r t i e s were u n a b l e t o ag r ee , so the b i l l wa s
advanced with the offer of the business community, which i s
essent i a l l y t h e $ 8 per year i nc r e ase phased i n o v e r t w o y e a r s .
T he bi l l wi l l co me up a t some t i m e i n n a t u r a l order . Th e
a mendment that is offered, most probably by amendments to the
amendment, will result in floor action that will take up quite a
lot of our time. The matter is really not connected in any way
with 4 1 4, wh i ch i s a bill that provides a penalty for the
Department of Labor for employees. ..employers who fail to repor t
employment information statistics to the Department of Iabor as
t hey a re p r ep a r e d t o d o . So, what I would ask the body is not
to suspend the rules at this point. Let the issue, and it is an
important matter, of unemployment compensation and t he r a t e ,
come up through the normal course of events so that we have the
full opportunity for floor debate on Genera l Fi l e , on Selec t
File, and then, if an agreement isn't reached by that time, we
can work off of Final Reading. I think that we are g o ing to
constrain the amount of time that isavailable to discuss this
by working on it at this time, a nd we woul d . . . t h e b o d y and t h e
employees that are covered under this act would be better served
if we worked through the system as it is generally used. So I
would oppose the suspension of the r ules .

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . Senator He f n e r , yo u are t h e n ext
speaker , and you ' l l be followed by S enator Wesely,Senator
H aberman, Sen a t o r Ashford , Sen at or L indsay , Sena t o r Hall ,
S enator No r r i s s e y , and Senator D i e rk s . Senator H e f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and members of the body, I r i s e
to urge you to vote against the suspension of the rules because
we do have a bill now that addresses this problem, I had h o ped
that Business and Labor could work together and re so l v e t h e se
d i f f e r e nces . And th e t w o di fferences are unemployment
compensation and workers compensation. L ike Se n a t o r Coor d s e n
s aid , a f ew ye ar s b a c k w e w e r e able to work out a compromise,
and I think this is the right way to go. But what Senator Hall
is trying to do is trying to amend a bill that really doesn' t
deal with unemployment compensation, it deals with em ployers
being assessed a penalty when they fail to report. S o I w o u l d
say that, even if we do suspend the rules, I would find it hard
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