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with the EPA, Nr. Norris Kay, who is the Directe r of the Kansas
City Office of the EPA, and we worked out what we thought was a
g ood p i ece o f l eg i sl a t i o n, L B 1 6 1 . After the introduction of
the bill, there became a need, I t h ink, by some groups to
withdraw their support or have their support for the bill waver
somewhat. There is a certain amount of nervousness that I sense
by some of the f arm organizations and, in particular, the
fertilizer organization that we are moving too quickly on t h i s
particular p iece of legislation, even though the first
discussion of this was s ome 10 t o 1 5 y e a rs ago. I think it is
about time we s tood up and took part in this program, but it
doesn't appear as if I have enough support right now to proceed
with the b ill. I have introduced, previous to this time, an
interim study resolution that the department or the Ag Committee
is going to do this summer to continue the discussion between us
and the department or the EPA. The primary concern I think i s ,
one, what kind of control that we will have ov r the program, if
it is a fe deral program implemented by the state , a n d , n u mber
two, the concern of the funding level that the EPA will provide
in matching funds to the State of Nebraska in c arry i n g o u t t h e
program. Because of that, I feel it is necessary to at le ast
lay the bill over until next year, and in the meantime, the
Ag Commit te e w i l l h ave an opportunity to discuss these concerns
with EPA officials, and continue the dialogue I believe with our
farm organizations and our chemical organizations across the
state. There are those, I want to t el l you , bec au s e I h av e
spoken with them, there are those in the chemical industry that
want to see the state take over this program. There h a s b ee n
some suggestion that nobody wants the program, that is not
necessarily the case, but I think that w e are moving i n a
d i r e c t i o n i n wh i ch we wi l l even t u a l l y be co me p a r t o f wh at m a n ,
other states have already done in taking over the program, but
at this time, I have made a pledge to the organizations involved
that would be i mpacted by this legislation that we would move
s lowly o n i t and mak e su r e t h at e veryone ' s con ce r n s were
properly he ar d by t h e committee, and by m e, a s p r i nc i pa l
i n t r o ducer o f 16 1 . I would l i ke t o see t he b i l l mai n t a i n i t s
place in the order on General File for n xt year, so that after
the study has been completed by the committee and we have ha d a
chance to research some of the concerns that people have, we can
come b ac k i n he r e a nd have a g ood d i s c u s s i o n as to the impact
t hat t h i s b i l l wi l l hav e on t h e state and upon the protection of
our g r ou n dwater and soil in this st ate, which h a ve b een
suffering in certain cases because of co ntamination, both
n atura l and by application chemicals. So wi t h that,
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