April 5, 1989 LB 541

CLERK: Not hing further on the bill, M. President.

P RESIDENT: Senator Lindsay, would you like to talk to us about
the bill, please?

SENATOR LI NDSAY: Thank you, M. President, colleagues. At this

point | think I will go through some of the specific provi sions

of what the State Tort Claims Act. | don't want to get too

repetitive because | amsure you gre all famliar with that act

but, basically, what the thrust of 541 is to bring thegtate

enpl oyees under the purview of that act for those acts or

omissions  which occur while they are acting in the scope of

their enployment, or arising out of zhei r enployment with the
=tate. These are the types of clainms that what will happen now
is the state will be required to i ndemify the enpl oyee )

The net effect is that thestate is going to have to payanh/wggr

541 or under the current | aw. hat will not change _who
ultimately ends up shouldering the burden. \what541 would do is

that it would provide those same safeguards which the State Tort

Clains Act currently provides for the state, itself, extend

those onto the enployees, andthose safeguards we are talking

about would be, for exanple, h.~wing the case tried to a judge

instead of a jury to avoid the potential of the extremely high
awards. It would have a claimfirst be subjected to.  submitted

to the State Cl aimsBoard to a'.~id the litigation, jf that is

possi bl e, would give the state tha:.: opportunity to do

woul d al so, as Senator Wesely poly ted out, it would prdsvorde fo'rt
| egislative revie. of those cases. |f there is a judgment, |
believe it is .'.excess of $50,0 )0, t hat the Leg| sl ature does
have the right to ;eview that judgm nt and to appropriate or not
appropriate, as the Legislature deca s gppropriate. Wth that,
unless there are questions, and | would be happy to field

?ﬁesé_i cl)rlls i f anybody has any, |woul~' urge the advancement of
e bi .

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Nelso)., please.

SENATOR NEL SON: I am sorry. | didn'® know mylight wason. |
am sorry.

PRESI DENT: 'Di d you wish to close, Sena or Lindsay'? There are
no other lights.  (kay, the question s the advancement. of the
bill. All those infavor yote aye, opposed nay. Record,

Mr. Clerk, please.
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