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am sorry.

t he b i l l .

CLERK: Nothing further on the bill, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: Sen at o r L i nd s a y , would you like to talk to us about
t he b i l l , p l ea se ?

SENATOR LINDSAY: Thank you, Mr. President, col l e agues . At t h i s
p oin t I t hi nk I wi l l go t hr ou g h s ome o f t h e sp e c i f i c p r ov i si on s
of what the S tate Tort Claims Act. I don't want to get too
repetitive because I am sure you are all familiar with that act
but, basically, what the thrust of 541 is to bring the s tat e
employees under the purview of that ac t for t hose ac t s o r
omissi on s wh i ch occur w hi l e t hey are acting in the scope of
their employment, or arising out of zhei r employment with the
=tate. Th ese are the types of claims that what will happen now
i s t h e s t a t e wi l l be required to indemnify the employee anyway.
The net e ffect is that thestate is going to have to pay under
541 or u n de r t he curren t l aw. hat wi l l no t ch ang e . who
ultimately ends up shouldering the burden. What 541 w o u l d do i s
that it would provide those same safeguards which the State Tort
Claims Act currently provides for the state, itself, extend
those onto the employees, a nd those s a f e g ua rd s we a r e t a l k i ng
about wou l d be , for example, h.~wing the case tried to a judge
instead of a jury to avoid the potential of the extremely high
awards . I t wou l d hav e a claim first be subjected to. ..submitted
to the St ate Cl aims Board to a'.~id t h e l i t i g at i on , if that is
possible, would give the state tha:.: opportunity to do so . I t
would also, as Senator Wesely poly ted out, it would provide for
legislative revie. of those cases. If there is a ju dgment, I
believe it is .'.a excess of $50,0 )0, that the Legislature does
have the right to ;eview that judgmi nt and to appropr i a t e or no t
appropriate, as the Legislature deca s appropriate. Wi th th at,
unless there are qu estions, and I woul d be hap p y t o f i e l d
questions if anybody has any, I woul~' urge t he advancement of

P RESIDENT: Th an k y o u . S enator N e l s o). , p l e a s e .

SENATOR NELSON: I am sorry. I d i d n ' ' kn o w my l i g h t w a s o n . I

PRESIDENT: Did you wish to close, Sena or Lindsay'? There a r e
no other lights. Okay, the question s the advancement. of the
bill. A l l those in favor vote a y e, oppo s ed nay. Rec ord ,
Mr. C l e r k , pl e as e .
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