April 5, 1989 LB 541

SENATOR LI NDSAY; Thank you, M. President and colleagues. pg
committee amendnents to LB 541 sinply take, what the bill does
is set forthbasically the State Tort Clainms Act, it sets forth

the whole act with respect to state empl oyees. VWhat the
anmendnents do issimply take the State Tort Clainms Act and add
toit the term "orany employee of the state." As Sepator
Coordsen stated, the reason for this is that right now, this is
going | guess a little bit to the heart of the bill, but that is

what the conmittee anendnments actually do, the reason for it is
to close a loophole, and that is that what currently happens now
is that the lawsuitsare filed directly against the enpl oyee,
rather than against the state, thus circumventing the State Tort
Clainms Act, or renpoves that claim from the protections which
this state intended tp give when it gave up i t ssovereign
imunity. It should be made clear that t{hese are claims for
which we are going to hear in a couple of bills gonetime in the

next couple of weeks for indemification. |t js that type of a
case. When we have cases that the state ultimately ends up
paying the bill for, it has been the policy of this gstate that
certain safeguards pe i mplenented for those c¢gases. Those

saf eguards woul d be ext nded to the enployees for those cases
whi ch arise out of their enployment for which the state would be
required to do the indemification. Forthe record, and so that
everybody is clear on that, this would not apply to the federal

cases, the 1983 aCtiOnS, civil rights actionsy those t e of
t hi ngs. Those are federal casegs n't governed by this Iyan. We

are talking about just claims that arise basically 44t of the
negligence of an enployee while perfo.-ning a state function, and
| would join with Su " tor Coordsen th. t in.. .urging you to adopt
the commi ttee anend" .nts.

PRESIDENT: Mr. Clerk, you have an ann )uncenent to nmeke.

CLERK: Mr. President y there will be ar. Bxecutive Session of the

Revenue Committee right now in the Senate Lounge, Revenue
Conmittee in the Senate Lounge right no.c.

PRESI DENT: Okay, Revenue Committee, | ay attention to that,
pl ease. Thank you. Senat or Wesely, pleasSe

SENATOR WESELY: Mr. President and menl ers, gne prief questi on
of either Senator Lindsay or Senator Coosdsen. | 5| |owed with
interest the changes in the liability and tort claims
I egislation we have had this session, and| have only got one
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