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current practice of what is going on versus what 651 s a y s and
what current statute says needs to be going on, then there will
be somewhat of a shift of aid to students attending private
institutions versus aid to students that are attending public
institutions, and we get into the question, is that good public
policy? I wou ld argue it probably is, that the state. ..we
currently spend approximately $ 210 mi l l i on i n ass i st an c e to
students that are attend ing p u b l i c i n st i t ut i ons . We p rovid e
that in assistance by appropriating General Fund monies t o t h e
university, to the community colleges, to the state colleges for
assis t anc e p r og r a ms, merit scholarship, regent s chola r s h i p ,
athletic scholarships, all of those kinds of t hings . Sen at or
Hall just gave me some numbers here indicating that I'm grossly
underestimating my figure. I t ' s closer t o $283 mi l l i on .
Currently, students that are attending private schools g e t 24 5 ,
$250,000 of aid from the state to further their state, t hei r
education. We, in Nebraska, again, I know you get tired of
hearing particularly the Chair o f t he Education Committee
talking about Nebraska's r anking , b u t w e a re w a y , w ay, way , w a y ,
way at the bottom of the scale of how we support students to get
higher education that h appened t o choo s e t o go t o a pr i v a t e
i ns t i t u t i on . Wh at t h i s b i l l wou l d d o , if this passed and no
other piece of legislation passed, I should clarify that, there
would be more aid going to students that choose t o a t t end
private colleges and I think that'sa good pub l i c p o l i cy a n d I
support that. That 's not because I d on't support public
institutions. N y vote supports 25i.> plus million dollars a year
of aid to public institutions and students attending public
institutions. I just think a littl» piece of that pie can go to
t hose t hat choos . to go to the pr vate institutions. That i s
wny I am supporting he b i l l .

PRESIDENT: Th ank you . S enator P i r ~ch , p l ea s e , f o l l o wed b y
Senator Jacky Smith.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Than k you, Nr. Pre"ident. I have a q u e s ti on
for Senator Hall if he would yield. I guess, Senator Hall,
philosophically I have no problem with this, but I do have some
questions about the fiscal n ote . T >e exp e n d i tu r e , ongoing
expendi t u r e , as I see , is 99,000 tl e first year, 89,000 the
second year, and looking under the revie v analysis, that goes
strictly for staffing for financial,iid, administrators, for
data processing applications and word pr ocessing specia l i s t s . I
guess my question is, why do we need this kind o f i n c r ea s e i n
staffing and you might also comment on the amount of aid that
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