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really think, as we talk about public funds and their priorities
and where they ought to go to and private education and their
desire and need to be independent, these sort of gnstitutional

and fundamental questions need to be brought up and thought

about by all of us. And so | have real reluctance to suppo

the bill at this point, but | understand the feeling that there
is nothing here to be worried about and so I"mreluctant tg
oppose it as well, but | think these concernsneedto be

expressed as we get into it, perhaps on Select File.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Owen El ner, please, followed by
Senator W them

SENATOR EL MER: Nr. Presi dent , | have simlar reservations to
what Senator Wesely has, but reading the change that is being
made to thestatute, the noney is currently distributed at the
di scretion of the conmission and this would change +the wordin

to, based on the order of greatest substantial financial need.
Now | would ask, doesn't this restrict the conmission to only

financial need? I's that the way you would interpret this,
Senator Hall ?

SENATOR HALL: | msorry, Senator El nmer.
SENATOR ELMER:  Pardon me, |' llrephrase the question. Tpe way
this bill was presented it appears that the comm ssion who

grants these schol arships nust grani it based only on financial
need. |s that correct?

SENATOR HALL: Prit rj ly -«

SENATOR ELNER: It seems to be a tzsnendous narrow ngfromthe
di scretion of the commission to only '.inancial need. Now what

about the student who would apply that patently is unable to
conplete a four-year college course?

SENATOR HALL: You mean an individual =hat would pot have the
background, so to speak, or the educat.onal base to conplete the
four-year program? Somebody who wasn'i smart enough.

SENATOR ELMER: Sonebody that has n it the mental capacity to
earn a B.A. degree at a college |level.

SENATOR HALL: | guess, Senator Elner, i f they are I)giPle

t
enter the college, then t hey woul d be eligible to appl oneo

3501



