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SENATOR HALL: I think that there is potential there, there is
potential for a shift.

SENATOR NELSON: ...exactly, that potential is what the basis of
the bill is'?

SENATOR HALL: Sur e . But , no, that is not the b a sis of t he
bill. The basis of the bill is clarify what is currently in
statute and that's all it does and the AG's opinion states that.

SENATOR NELSON: Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Senator Schellpeper, please.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank you, Nr . P re s i d ent and members , I
would have a question of Senator Withem.

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, please.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Senator Withem, in your opinion, is there
ever going to be a time that you could see when t he p e o pl e of
Nebraska are going to realize,a lthough how unpopular , that we
have probably too many colleges to fund?

SENATOR WITHEN: Yeah, Senator Schellpeper, thank you f or t he
question. Also t hank you for sharing it with me a bout t e n
seconds before you asked it so I could get a l i t t l e t i me t o
think about my rrsponse. I think part of the resource debates
that we have on the .loor of this Le i~islature over higher ed are
p robably a b a si s c - hat f a c t , a nd . ' think your question, I
think that there are some. I think we lost a couple of private
institutions last year, did have to c lose down because they just
don't have the student base coming in:o them with. . . i n o r de r t o
keep open. It's my hope that we as a Legis l a t u r e w i l l be t ak i ng
a very c ritical look at our h igt er educationsystem in our
state. You' ll get an opportunity, may ie as ear l y a s tomorrow
w hen LB 24 7 comes up, t o b e g i n addres xng some of those issues.
I think we need to look v e r y ser i o u ; ly at them. We have
difficulty though as a Legislature in dealing with those. We
have difficulties across the state in dealing with those. Last
year we had a recommendation from the Board of Regents that we
shrink the University of Nebraska prog~ am by e l i m i n a t i n g t he
program at Cu rtis, and we as a Legisi ature chose not to honor
that request. We, instead, funded that particular program. So
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