
A pril 5 , 19 8 9 LB 651

PRESIDENT: Senator Withem, are you handl ing t h ose'? All right.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Nr. President, members of the body, LB 651
is an Education Committee priority bill brought to us by Senator
H all . The purpo s e of the bill is to clarify or clarify, if
you' re on one side of the issue, change, I gu e ss , i f you ' r e on
the other side of the issue, the manner in which SSIG monies are
to be distributed. This is a pot of money that comes, some f rom
the state government, some from the f ederal government for
purposes of providing financial assi tance to students that are
i n n e ed. Thi s issue always brings about heated discussion
between r epresentatives of the privat e postsecondary
institutions and the p ublic postsecondary institutions. When
651 was referred to the Education Committee a nd at t h e he ar i ng ,
by the c ommittee statement, you can see that thes ame sort o f
dispute continued with those from the independents in s upport o f
the bill. Those from the publics were there in opposition. The
committee amendments, I do not want to characterize as r e moving
the opposition from the bill, from the privates. They can speak
for themselves as to what their position is on 651 with the
committee amendments. What the committee amendments do th o ugh
is they answer...they are the Education Committee's r esponse t o
the legitimate concerns that we h eard from t he publ i c
institutions. They were concerned that the bill would not allow
part-time students to qualify any longer if it had passed in its
original form. Committee amendmeats make it cle ar t hat
part-time students are, in fact, eligil le to compete for a nd b e
considered f or the SSIG. Number two, there was a concern that
poor i ndi v i d u a l s a t endi n g pub l i c 1:xstitutions w ould st an d
behind middle-class ~:~dividuals in li> e from attending private
schools i n l i n e, t ha t a l l of t he m oney ader th e way t he b i l l
was written would go to people attendin > private schools. That
was not the intent of the bill, is ni t wnat t he E d u c a t io n
Committee wanted to see happen anyway, o we indicate that when
t he Coordinat in g Commission set s t h e g u i d . l i n e s , t hey m a y t a ke
students financial abilities into con; ideration. I n ot h e rw ords, t hey may set a cap that if yo u ma ke.. .have so much
r esources pe r s ona l l y available that you ion't qualify for this
program. That makes if somewhat more of ai acceptable sort of
bi l l . And we also put in the committee amendments that they
shall consult with the Nebraska Association of Student Financial
Aid Administrators in determining the award priorities. In
other words, that they will take intoconsideration input from
the professionals that really understand thi ~ a rea of st ude n t
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