April 5, 1989 LB 651

PRESI DENT: Senator Wthem are you handling those'? All I’ight.

SENATOR W THEN: Yes, Nr. President, penbers of the body, LB 651

is an Education Committee priority bill brought to us by Senator
Hall. The purpose of the bill is to clarify or clarify, if
you' re on one side of the issue, change,| guess, if re on

ou '
the other side of the issue, the mannér in which SSIG r¥nni es are
to be distributed. This is a pot of noney that comes, some from
the state governnment, some from the federal governmentfor
purposes of providing financial assi tance to gstudents that are
in need. This issue always brings about heated discussion
bet ween representatives of t he privat e post secondary
institutions and the public postsecondary institutions. \when
651 was referred to the Education Committee gndat the hearing,
by the committee statement, you can see that thegagme sort of
di spute continued with those fromthe independents in su(%)ort of

the bill. Those fromthe publics were there in oppositi The
comm ttee amendments, | do not want to characterize as removing
the opposition fromthe bill, fromthe privates. They can speak

for themselves as to what their position is on 651 with the
conmi ttee anendments. \hat the conmittee anendnents do though
is they answer...they are the Education Conmittee's |gqponse to
the legitimte concerns that we heard from e public
institutions. They were concerned that the bill wou%g not anow
part-tinme students to qualify any longer if it had passed in its
ori gi nal f orm. Committee amendmeats ppke it clear that
part-time students are, in fact, e|ligil le to conpete for and be
considered for the SSIG Number two, there was a concern that
poor individuals at ending public 1:xstitutions would stand

behind mi ddle-class ~:~dividuals in |i>e fromattending private
schools in line, that all of the money gder the way the bill
was written would go to people attendin > private schools. That
was not the intent of the pjj|, is ni t wnat the Education
Conmittee wanted to see happen angway, 0 we indicate that when
the Coordinating Commission sets the guid.lines, they may take
students financial abilities into con; ideration. In other
words, they may set a cap that if you make. .have so nuch

resources personally available that you ion't qualify for this
program That makes if sonewhat nore gf jaj acceptable sort of
bill . And we also put in the conmmittee apmendments that the

shall consult with the Nebraska Association of Student Financia

Aid Admi nistrators in determining the award priorities. In
ot her words, that they will take intoconsideration i nput from
the professionals that really understand thi ~ zrea of student
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