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SENATOR WESELY: What we have.

SENATOR BAACK: ...the same as in Nebraska.
SENAT(R V\ESELY | see. Ok ay. Wl , | appr eci ate that. Let me
just summarize, 1, personally, have sypported | think the recall

provisions, initiative referendum provi sions of our statutes and
Constitution have been in place because of a |ong popul'ace
tradition in this state, giving power pack to the people to
allow them to express thenselves in ways that many states don' t
provide for. Nebraska is pretty unique in sone of that regard.
At the same time | think we did see a spate of recalls that were
quite out of hand in many cases and a desire to deal with this,
I'm very pleased, was followed up on by Senator Baack and the
Governnment Commi ttee. | know Senator Rupp initiated some of
this and certainly it sounds to me |ike we're not making it
impossible to recall individuals, we're making it more sensible
torecall people is what | aminterpreting this as. Not only
the ironic thing that we' ve had the discussion by the person
representing former President Jef ferson, but it's also
interesting that yesterday Ni ke Boyle who was recalled was just
nonminated as a lead candidate for mayor again and you fi54 the

recall issue coming up quite a bit lately and it's a very
|nte_rest|ng_5|_tuat|0n to be in to have gseen this in action. But
| think definitely we saw too nuch recall, too nuch division and

nBybe we' re gett|ng back to a little m.re sensi b|||ty here and |
really appreciate the work of Senator kaack and the Committee to
try and correct these errors in the sta:utes.

PRESIDENT:  Thank you. sSenator Baack, s ould you like to close

on the advancenent of the bill, please.
SENATOR BAACK: Just briefly, Nr. P; esident, | think that
Senator Vesely has said it very well. wa are not trying to make

this process inpossible. We' re just tyying to make it one that
i s much more meaningful and | think it ¥ oing to help the state
fromthe standpoint that people who are ir terested in gerying in

public office will at l|east have a few safeguards built in to
the recall process so that it's not sinply used as a parassment
tool against these people. I don't tiink that's what it is
meant for. | think it's meant to deal witl people who (gqj)y do
have some m sconduct in office. | think that's what recall is
in place for, not to be used as aharassm.nt tool. | {hink we
take some steps in that direction by dealinl win it in this

3491



