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SENATOR WESELY: What we have.

SENATOR BAACK: ...the same as in Nebraska.

SENATOR WESELY: I see. Okay. Well, I appreciate that. Let me
just summarize, I, personally, have supported I think the recall
provisions, initiative referendum provisions of our statutes and
Constitution have been in place because of a long popul'ace
tradition in this state, giving power back to the people to
allow them to express themselves in ways that many states don' t
provide for. Nebraska is pretty unique in some of that regard .
At the same time I think we did see a spate of recalls that were
quite out of hand in many cases and a desire to deal with this,
I 'm very p l e a s ed , was followed up on by Senator Baack a nd t h e
Government Committee. I know Senator Rupp initiated some of
this and certainly it sounds to me l ik e w e ' re no t mak i n g i t
i mpossib l e t o r ec a l l i nd i v i du a l s , we' re making it more sensible
t o r e c a l l pe o p l e i s wh a t I am i n t e r p r e t i n g t h i s a s . Not o n l y
the ironic thing that we' ve had the discussion by the person
representing former President Je fferson, but it ' s also
interesting that yesterday Nike Boyle who was recalled was just
nominated as a lead candidate for mayor again and you f in d t h e
r ecal l i ssu e c omi n g up quite a bit la tely and it's a very
interesting situation to be in to have seen this in action. But
I t h i n k d e f i n i t e l y we saw too much recall, too much division and
maybe we' re getting back to a little m:.re sensibility here and I
really appreciate the work of Senator kaack and the committee to
try and correct these errors in the s ta :u t e s .

PRESIDENT: Tha n k y o u . Senator Baack, s ould you like t o c l o se
on the advancement of the bill, please.

SENATOR BAACK: Just briefly, Nr. P; esident, I t h i nk t h at
Senator Wesely has said it very well. Wa are not trying to make
this process impossible. We' re just trying to make it one that
i s much more meaning fu l a n d I t h i nk i t ' s <oing to help the state
from the standpoint that people who are ir terested in serving i n
public office will at least have a few safeguards built in to
the recall process so that it's not simply used as a harassment
tool against these people. I don ' t t i i nk t h at ' s wh a t i t i s
meant for. I think it's meant to deal witl people who real l y d o
have some misconduct in office. I t h i n k t h at ' s wha t r ecal l i s
in place for, not to be used as a harassm .nt tool. I t h i n k w e
take some steps in that direction by dealinI with i t i n t h i s
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