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to deal with this process because we' re having a difficult t ime
getting good quality people to run for office because of the
recall tool that is out there that people are u si ng as a
harassment f o r pub l i c o f f i c i a l s . So the Government Committee in
1987 did an interim study on the issueof recall and they he)d
hearings in Omaha, Lincoln and Hastings, and one of the things
that came out of this hearing is in the first part of the bill
and that is one of the major changes that the bill makes, and
that is that if you' re going to havea recall petition, you' re
going to circulate a recall petition, you are going to h ave t o
s tate t h e r e a s o n why you' re circulating a r ecal l a n d w h y y o u are
subjec t i n g t h i s pu b l i c official to recall. We, the committee
looked at a number of ways of doing that. There a" e s ome o t he r
states that we looked at. The State of Washington has one that
is very, very strict. In the State of Washington you h ave t o
stat e t h e r ea so n s , you have to show that there was either a
misfeasance of malfeasance in office or some violation of their
office oath if you are going to recall them. Also in the State
of Washington the recall process is on e whe r e t he j ud i c i a l
system gets involved to determine whether or not the reasons a r e
valid. The committee decided to go with a measure that is not
quite as strict as this and i t s i mp l y c al l s for a ge ne r a l
statement of reasons. I t d oe s n o t i nv o l ve t h e j ud i c i a r y i n t h e
State of Nebraska in this process. What it says i s t h at you
will state a reason and the reasons...and it does say that the
reason cannot be just a decision t hat . . . a p o l i c y decis i o n o r
something that an official has made in public office. It has to
be more than that. The statement of r asons, o f cou r se , i s on e
that whether or not it accomplishes a ho l e l ot is deb atable
because i t i s a general statement c.f reasons. There i s no
process se t up t o de t e i."ine whether the . -easons a r e v al i d , b u t
at l e a s t a pub l i c of f ' ' i a l t h at i s b e i n g sub j e ct t o recal l wou l d
at least be able to visualize and be able to see on the petition
at least a stated reason as to the rec. 1 1. The r e h a v e b e e n a
couple of recalls in the State of Nebraska where t h e . . .

PRESIDENT: ( Gavel. ) Wo u l d y o u p l e a s e h o l <.. i t d o wn so w e c an
h ear t h e s p e ak er . Th a n k y o u , S e n a t o r B a a c k

SENATOR BAACK: Thank you , Nr . Pr es i d en t . T here have b een a
couple of recalls in the State of Nebraska w.:.ere when the people
w ho were sponsor i n g a recall effort were a sked w h y t h ey were
recalling the per son they said we' re not going to tell you,
that's nobody business why we' re recalling th~ m. That wa s t h e
statement they made to the press. I think that that shows that
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