
A pri l 5 , 198 9 LB 640

CLERK: N r . Pr e si d e n t , LB .
. .

P RESIDENT: E x c u s e me , L B 6 4 0 .

CLERK: Nr . Pr es i d e n t , LB 640 is offered by the Government
Committee and signed by its members. (Title read.) Th e bil l
was introduced on January 19 of this year. It was referred to
the Government, Nilitary and Veterans Affairs Committee for
public hearing. The bill was considered, Nr. President. I t w a s
ultimately sent to the floor. There are committee amendments as
offered b y t h e Government, Nilitary and V eterans Affa i r s
Committee, Nr. President.

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r R o d J o h n s on . Senator B a ack , d o y o u w an t to

SENATOR BAACK: Yeah , I 'm out of breath, excuse me. Yes,
Nr. President and members, LB 640 is a bill that comes ou t of
the Government Committee. It has been a bil l t ha t t h e
Government Committee has worked on for a couple o f y ea r s . We
actually had LB 1167 on General File last year but we never had
time to consider it. Got to catch my breath. I ran all the way
up here . Ok ay , I wi l l j u st g o t hrough t h e qu i ck committee
amendments he r e , a nd then if w e co uld adopt the committee
amendments, t h e n I ' l l g o i n t o an explanation of the bill. The
committee amendments do five different things. First of all,
the committee amendments, in the e xi -.t ing l a n g uage i n t he l aw,
i t says that t h e filing clerks, she local filing clerks will
have petition papers on hand, keep tl ese on hand. When s o meone
wants to fi le a recall petition, they simply go to the local
clerk a n d t h e n t h ev will issue these vapers out. In pra ctice,
t his is no t wha t i s b e i n g d o n e. I n a l l act u a l i t y t h e l o c a l
clerk will have to send to the Secret, ry of State, t he Sec r e t a r y
of State will send the proper forms t< the filing clerk and then
those forms will be issued, and that'. what this puts into place
and it puts it into place that the Sec ".etary of S tate will b e
the one that will issue the petition papers. T he advantage o f
this system is the fact that we have a better knowledge then of
what recalls are going on around the state. I f ) u s t t h e l o c al
filing clerks issue these papers, a l l we h ave i s newspaper
reports or whatever to tell us what rec ills are going on. I f w e
have the S ecretary of State issuing tl ese papers,t hen we h a v e
much better knowledge of how many recalls and what the recalls,
where t he r eca l l s ar e located across the State of Nebraska.
Secondly, the...one of the things that t ]e committee discussed

t ake i t ?
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