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exempted, then you ought to exempt everybody from it because
that is what is continuing status quo. I am a little frustrated
a s y o u can t e l l bec au s e I am getting two different pictures
painted here, and they can't both be right. This issue of
utility corporation conflict competition with private industry
is a big issue in the national ba. . . i t i s n ot b i g i n t h e sense
that it i s n o t br inging legislatures to its knees,and i t i s
not, you know, the major issue of any session. It is not on the
watershed, but it is something that is being debated and argued
in legislature after legislature after legislature. I have been
u rged b y so me peop le , a n d , again, I want to point out these are
not the people I work for, these are some people that I happened
to become acquainted with as I think Senator Hal l h app e ne d t o
become acquainted with some of them. I have been u r ged t o b r i ng
this issue to the floor of the Legislature to attempt to deal
with it. I have resisted that because, by and large, I th ink
the utility corporations in this state are doing a fine job and
d on' t n e e d t o be ha r a s s ed , b ut a l l I am asking for t h i s
amendment is that in this particular situation in r egula t i o n b y
the Department of Insurance that they all be treated t he sam e .
And, frankly, I don't care one way or the other, whether it is
the private, that everybody is exempted or t h at n obody i s
exempted. You know, my position on the issue is that the Withem
amendment treats everybody the same. I t beco m es a l e ve l p l ay i ng
f i e l d and i t i s n ot r e al l y a l eve l p l ay i n g f i el d w h e n y o u t al k
about the type of people that a re i n bu si n e s s , f iv e o r si x
employees, versus a c orporation, and I understand all of the
arguments about cross-subsid i za t i o n a n d t he ab i l i t i es o f , y ou
know, city councils to check their books to see if there is
cross-subsidization. I a l s o k n o w how d i f f i cu l t i t i s t o r eal l y
d istinguish w he yo start a s signin g asse t s o f a c o mmon
bui l d i n g , c o mmonl i o w ned ma t e r i a l s to one side of the operation
versus the other to really b e ur e t h at t he r e i sn ' t t h i s
cross-subsidization going on. hope, like I say, I resisted
bringing this as an issue even thoa.gh I have been u rged t o d o
so, but I guess it appears to be t.ere. Al l I am say i ng at t h i s
point is let's keep the playing field l e v e l a n d. . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WITHEN: ...let'ssupport tI is amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou . Sen ator Hartnett, f o l l owed b y
Senator Conway.
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