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amendment. No w , if you' re squeamish ab ou t c reat i n g a
competitive disadvantage, vote against the Hartnett provision
i t se l f . I t h i nk t he r e ' s a r at i on a l j u st i f i cat i on . Natura l g as
companies, electrical companies have enough presence in this
state, they have enough of an investment that if they put t he i r
name on the contract, they are going to live up to it. We don' t
n eed t o h ave a b i g c api ta l i nve s t m e n t , or capitalization
standard for them with respect to this state . For o t he r s who
are giving service contracts, I would suggest that we do. Now
there are different rationales in other portions of this law . . .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T ime has e x p i r e d .

SENATOR LANDIS: ...that justify a serie s of ot h er e xcept i o n s
and I c an try to do my best co justify those, but don't leave
the consumer out to dry. Don't adopt the Withem amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah, what s t ar t e d a s a fairly simple issue
seems to be escalating here. We have got two different pictures
of reality, one of Senator David Landis,who has this image of
reality out there that people that are i n thi s busin es s o f
serv i c i n g e l ect r i ca l appliances, gas appliances, heating and
cooling systems, that this industry is peopled by fly-by-night
operator s wh o s e on l y pu rp o s e f o r existence is to bilk the poor
unsuspecting public out of their life s avings and a r e on t he i r
way to L a s V egas as soon as they get a contract signed, a nd th a t
the big wonderful regulators of e.xe Department of Insurance are
t he on l y t h i ng c . r r en t l y s tandin r b et we e n t he con s umer and
u l t i m at e r u i n , ,zrsus what I h~:ar out in the lobby that they
a ren' t e v e n ...bother to regulate ar y of this stuff anyway. Now
I am g etting different pictures from different people and I
don't know which is the case. If w need regulation, if this is
an area wh er e t h e co n s umers are heir g raped on a daily basis and
need this grand protection from these evil people, t hen t h e
consumers need the protect.ion from everybody, and you ough t t o
vote against my amendment, and you o i gh t t o vote against the
Hartnett amendment. If, on the other hand, what i s h a p p e n in g i s
what my f riends out in the lobby ar' telling me is that nobody
i s be i n g r eg ul at e d , t ha t t h i s i , something tha t they
aren' t . ..the D epartment of I nsurai c e i sn ' t even sur e wa s
supposed to apply to these particular : ases, j u st be cam e aware
of it l ast year, and sai d t o t h e u t i . i t i e s , h ey , w e might h a v e
to start regulating in this area if you d on't get yourself
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