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S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Senator Rogers, discussion on the
Hall amendment, followed by Senators Landis and Korshoj.

SENATOR ROGERS: Mr . Speaker and members, I think you can call
it a 50 percent increase, I can't disagree w ith that but y et
i t ' s a mighty small amount to try to get some more companies
started out in small towns, rural N ebraska . The Rev en u e
Department admitted to us that they didn't have near the action
on this bill that they thought they would. T herefore , I c a n s e e
no reason tha t we should c hange...lower it from 1,500 back t o
the $1,000. The benefits, I think, well outweigh that $500 that
Senator Hall is trying to take away from us and I would urge for

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . S enator L a nd i s .

SENATOR LANDIS: Thanks, M r. S pe a k e r , and members of th e
Legislature, there's just some days when you' ve got to d o t h i s
stuff, you know it's a long shot but it's the better policy of
things so you get up on your feet and make a short speech. I 'm
in favor of the Ha l l amendment and it's really appropriate
policy, it seems to me. T h e arguments that we h e ar d i n t he
Revenue Committee were basically that the standards were too
high for smaller companies in rural Nebraska t o me et . They
d idn ' t have large enough payrolls and large enough investments
to meet a $100,000 threshold. The committee understood a nd I
think would have unanimously sent out a bill that simply lowered
the threshold but this b il l d o e s t w o t h i n g s . I t l o w e r s t h e
threshold, making more companies' investments qualify and it ups
the benefit 50 percent. I nteres t i n g t h i ng t hough, a l t h ou g h
people scratched their heads and mo aned and s a i d , go s h , y ou
know, we haven't given enough money away in this method out i n
rural Nebraska compared to other places, there was absolutely no
evidence b e f o r e t h e committee in any survey form or arything
else as to why that occurred. No one established what size o f
companies t he r e were, what kind of growth there was, what k i nd
of benefits existed in other states, nothing that way. I t wa s
all in an ar ticle of faith and the article of faith was this,
y ou know, we expec ted t h e r e w o u l d be more companies to take
advantage of this a nd we' re surprised that there hasn't been
more growth out there and we need to give away some more money.
We haven' t gi v e n a way enough. There was no evidence to justify
or to prove that increasing the benefit would increase economic
growth, not a lick of it. Now, what these tax credits do are
kind of a pat on the back for somebody who makes a sens i b l e ,

the defeat of his motion.
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