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SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank you, Nr . Sp e a ke r. I wou l d l i k e t o
ask Senator Warner a question, please. On Section 8, is there
anything that we could do as a body to deal with t hi s bu i l d i n g
on the campus out there? I have b een f o l l ow i n g i t a l i t t l e b i t
in the newspapers and it seems like it hasn't been handled very
well and I was wondering if there was anything that we, as a
b ody, c o u l d d o r at he r t h an to put this funding into that
p roje c t .

SENATOR WARNER: Well, there.. .we have h ad , o b v io u s l y , two or
three meetings with the medical...Senator Pirsch and o t he r s ,
with t he un i ve r si t y on this whole issue in which a variety of
alternatives have been talked about as far as r emod.. . r enov a t i n g
t he . . . s t r u c t u r a l l y , t h e bu i l d i ng so i t i s safe . I h ave read
some of t he a r t i c l es o f co nf l i c t i ng p r of es s i o n a l o p i n i on s , to
some extent, although I also understand that t her e i s n owh e r e
that you can g et a c ommitment from a professional person who
w ould b ac k t h e i r op i n i on t ha t t he b u i l d i ng d o e s n ot n e ed som e
remodeling with the kind of g uarantee, it's just ano pin i o n
without a certification for a period of time. And , obviou s l y ,
b ased on som e o f the comments of so me of the structural
engineers , t h e bu i l d i n g a p p a r e n t l y i s f a r l ess sa f e t h an was
originally understood. I . . . t h e r e , I mea n , o b v io u s l y , you . . .one
obvious option I...would be to do nothing, l e t t h e f ac i l i t y and
t he c o l l e g e j u st g o a way, I gu e s s .

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Another q u e s t i on . I f s o met h i n g d i d h ap p e n
out there, would the Legislature have to fund, i f t h e r e w a s an y
accident? Or would we be liable or would the State of Nebraska

SENATOR WARNER: I mean, certainly the State of Nebraska i s on
notice based on professional judgment of engineering firms that
the building has a serious structural, either s t ru c t u r a l o r
design fault and I suspect since we' re on notice that if we
would choose to ignore it and someone was subsequently injured,
I would anticipate that certainly there would be c l a i ms mad e
o f . . . o n t he pa r t . ..on behalf of those people if the s tat e d i d
not act promptly when it became apparent, as it has in the last
three months, essentially the last month, t o be mor e e x a c t , h ow
potentially structurally weak the building may be.

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Th a n k yo u . I t j u st see m s l i k e t hi s wa s
h andled i n a ve r y p oo r ma n n e r . I t h i n k t h at t h e un i ve r s i t y
should be brought to a task for some of this but I think it was

be l i a b l e ' ?
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