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SENATOR CHAMBERS: I was just won.. .Senato r H e fne r , y ou kn ow ?

Sutton, I own a home in Sutton.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sena t o r He f n e r .

S ENATOR HEFNER: Sen a t o r Ch a mber s , what was the question?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Do you know what percentage o f Neb r a sk a l and
is agricultural, an approximation?

SENATOR HEFNER: I did hear the figure that the v alue o f l and i n
Nebraska was approximately 30 percent.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Agr i c u l t u r al l and ?

SENATOR HEFNER: Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: O ka y , thank you. What I think n eeds t o be
brought out a nd kept clearly in mind is that this, in fact, is
a s shar p a r u r al / u r b a n i ssu e as we could face, if we make r u r a l
synonymous with agricultural. There are cities and towns in
rural areas that are not agricultural, they are cities, they are
n ot a s ' .arge a s Omaha and I.incoln, but they are c i t i e s . T he r e
are counties that could be cons>dered r u r a l , bu t t h ey h av e urban
areas within them. So, xf the agricultural land xs v alued a t a
lower rate than that of other property, of residential property,

could create a hardship for those small towns in rural areas.
So I have a question I'd 'ike to put to Senator Johnson , ba sed
on w h a t I j u s t s a i d , if he followed, because I know he's trying
to work on some other issues c onnec t e d wi t h t h i s b i l l . S enat o r
Johnson, is it true that there a re t o wn s i n r u r a l ar e as ?

SENATOR R. J O HNSON: Yes, t he r e ar e .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So agricultural is not synonymous with r u r a l .

SENATOR R. J OH N SON: T hat ' s r i g h t . I l i v e i n a t o wn , a s a
matter of fact, I dcn't lave on the farm. I act ually l ave zn

SENATOR CHAMBERS: If rural....If agricultural land were v alu e d ,
as a matter of fact, at a lower rate than residential property,
couldn't it put an undue burden o n the people i n those small
t owns wh ose p r op er t y would be v al ued h ighe r t h an t he
agricultural land around them?
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