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you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . Furthe r d i sc u s s i o n '? Senator Ha l l ,
followed by Senators Schmit, Chambers and Wehrbein.

SENATOR HALL: Thank you, Mr. President,and members, I rise in
s upport o f Se n a t o r J oh n s o n ' s amendment . And I think that
whether you intend to support LR 2CA or not, it's vitally
important that you support the amendment that i s be f o r e us
because i n or d e r so that the constitutional amendment is not
thrown out at soma point down ' he road, I think Rod's amendment
clearly will alleviate that problem or, at least, t o a g r e a t
extent it will and I think that you should s uppor t t h e Johnson
amendment. And I happen to be an opponent of LR 2CA but I think
Senator Johnson, rightly so, brings this amendment to correct
some of the problems with LR 2CA. My opposition t o t h e
constitutional amendment has n ot ch an g ed f r om General File
debate. It is still the issue, I guess, of equity and at what
point do we say classes of property are treated the same. I d i d
n ot , as Sen at o r Land i s did, change my m ind since opposing
Amendment 4 those years back. I s t i l l op po s e L R 2 CA, b ased on
the issue of equity. Should land be treated the s ame? An d I
t h in k i t sh ou l d . Now, should we look at the issue o f r ed u c i n g
the overall reliance on property tax which is the root of our
p roblem? Y e s , w e s h o u l d a n d we ' r e s tarting to move in that
d i rec t i o n . I f we p a ss LR 2CA, i t ' s my op i ni on t hat t h e
willingness of the body to continue to look at that overreliance
on property taxes will dwindle, it will fade. We wil l beg i n t o
think that, well, it's not a problem or near the problem a s i t
has been. And as the agricultural cycle goes a round aga in , t h e
10 to 20-year cycle or three to four, depending on who you talk
to, goes around again and agricultural prices go up a n d t h e
economy continues to improve, the desire to look at the property
tax issue fades but i t doesn't fade f or the folks in my
district. Those people who live in homes that t hey p ut a si d e
more money each month to pay for their property taxes than they
did when they made the payments on t hose h o u se s 25 ye ar s ago
have as difficult a time maintaining their lifestyle as these
folks in the rural areas. It's not an issue of ru r a l v e r su s
urban. It's not an issue of, we don't like the rural lifestyle.
It happens to be an issue of tax equity and it happens to be an
issue of ov erreliance on p r o p e r t y t axe s by t h e l o ca l
subdivisions of government. And until we address that issue
fully, until we say that we agree that property taxes bear t oo
great a burden for the cost of government at the local level,
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