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Legislature chooses to b e a r ro g an t and sa y, nu t s , we' re no t
going to do anything, then there is no reason why the courts
should be lenient and we may well find ourselves with trying to
find some way to find 350 million bucks to pay back the school
children of the State of Nebraska their principal a nd i n t e r e s t
w hich w a s d i ve r t e d . Senator Dierks refers to highway robbery.
S enator D i e r k s , t h e r ob b e r y t ook p l a ce 16 y e ar s ago an d i t
h as. . . i t ha s b een covered up rather effectively a number of
times. And there are those of us who were here at the time and
probably sho u l d have b een w i s e e n ough t o h a v e k n own what w a s
going on but, frankly, I wasn' t. A nd, f r a n k l y , t oda y I t h i nk
the situation is totally different. I want to say this also for
the record, we a lready have enough problems in the area of ag
land valuations and a number of other issues. This on e wi l l
overshadow t h e ag l and v a l u at i on s i t ua t i o n b ecause I h av e
already written a letter to the Attorney General and have asked
him to proceed to stop the distribution of the lands, based upon
h is o w n op i n i on . If you think the schools t hat a r e n o t
participating here are going to just sit back and d o no t hi n g ,
think again. They' re not going to do it. Number two , d u r i ng
the cou r s e of t he testimony against both of my bills,
Nr. Gilder~leeve testified that if the land were r etu rned t o t he
t ax r o l l s t ha t i t would on l y , b r i ng back to a ll of the
subdivisions of government somewhere b et wee n 2 .3 and
2.4 millions of doll ars. There ar e $ 5.4 mi l l i on b e i ng
distributed to schools alone in the lieu of tax funds. I t h i nk
you ought to take a look at that. I'm not going to get into the
overal l ad mi n i st r at i on of the Board of Lands and Funds at this
time. That will come at a different time. But I wanted you to
underst and that today, as Senator Withem has pointed out, t h i s
Legislature has knowledge, we are aw are, w e a r e aware o f t he
problem and we have the responsibility to address it. I am
sympathetic, and Senator Dierks and Senato r Habe r man and t h e
r es t o f you , with the people in your a rea . I h av e a l wa y s
supported the sale of the school lands because I t h i nk i t i s
t ota l l y i n e q u i t a b l e t he w a y i t i s be i ng h a n d l e d , as Senator L a mb
pointed out today. It's like the western half of the state.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...has got their land out there, they don' t
benefit from the cities, NRDs cannot tax that land but all of
the state benefits from the income, not as much as they would be
i f t h ey so l d i t . But I want to say this that this is your
opportunity. Now, it's not a popular thing to do but w e wer e
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