April 4, 1989 LB 188

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR W THEM: If nowthat it's in the record that we have
this problemand you continue to ignore the problem then the
type of scenarioSenator Schmt is tal king about may, in fact,
come through. Senator Lamb says this is highway robbery and .
should call the police. | guess | would agree sinply by saying
that the police are about 16 years late getting here, that the
hi ghway robbery that took place was when the bill. \when Senator
Dierks’ predecessor passed |egislation setting up anin lieu of
taxes, blatantly unconstitutional. | jnyite you to visit with
t he sponsor of that bill privately now to ask'what his views are
on the whole situation. [It's blatantly unconstitutional. \e're
merely asking that the police do cone and we' re not. . .at this
point, |'mnot asking that you pay all of that nobney back. I'm
just saying that you correct the situation fromhere on out into
the future. It's a blatantly unconstitutional situation.

as a Legislature, need to act when situations are pointed out to
us that are unconstitutional.

SPEAFER BARRETT: Thank you,  sir. Senator Wesely, further
discussion. Senator Wesely. Senator Schmit, further
discussxon.

SENATOR SCHM T: Wel |, M. President and nenbers, 55 | said
this isn't near as exciting as sonme of that nore...that heavier
stuff we deal with on this floor and it's not nearly as easily
under st ood. But | just want to say this that those indivi dsuals
in whose districts the school lands sti|l are | ocated ought to
be thanking Senator Wthem and myself for giving themthis
opportunity, because let me tell you what is going to happen j;
you do not address the issue responsibly during this session of

t he Legl slature. The i ssue, aswe knOW, .has been in court . for
several years. They had sone problenms with the way the suit was

filed. Those have beencorrected. There is no way, absolutely
noway that Millard will not prevail. And Senator W them has
laid it out very excellently for you andvery eloquently for
you. If we address the problemhere today, the court nmay be

somewhat |enient with ysand say, okay, so you madea blunder

back there and you transferred 80 mllion buck$ i mproperly we
may not evenforceyou to retyrn the 80 million, although that
wouldn't be a very likely decision, | wuldn't thlnE. But we' re

at least not going to charge you 14 percent which we charge
every other taxpayer jf he doesn't pay his taxes on tine. We
might let you off the hook on that. If. however, this
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