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that time?
how was this planned to be different than the program we had at

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mell, Senator, I think all we added here in
the bill is intent language. We did not actually change the
statutory language as i: t relates to what constitutes a predator
or some form of predator control. All we...the new language you
f ind i n t h e b i l l i s actually more intent than anything else. It
does not necessarily add to the program or to add to the number
of potential predators that might be c ontrolled u nder t h e

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you. I appreciate that. A nd then I w a s
just told that the reason t hat yo u d on ' t h ave the p r og r a m
spelled out in s tatute is that there is already statutory
language and so you' re just trying to get the funding level.
Well, I d on't want to belabor the point. I just was curious
about the funding level and what we' re hoping to accomplish.
Clearly, we' ve had a problem since the time we lost the funding
for this. We' ve had the federal funding continue. I' ve been
contacted, as all of you have,and I do plan on supporting the
b i l l b ut I Ju st wan t u s t o k eep i n m ind that there is a
substantial increase in the funding and, as Senato r J o h n s on
said, we ought to consider that in l ight o f ot her f unding
responsibility. So I would support the bill at this time.

SPEAKER BARRETT: A ny o t h e r d i scu ss i o n ? If not, Senator
J ohnson, woul d y o u c a r e t o c l o s e ?

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Yes, j u st b r i e f l y . I appreciate the
questions raised by Senator Wesely and the comments made by my
colleagues in support of the bill. I would add that the program
has done a lot of work in urban areas as well as rural areas of
the state. It is available for all areas, so although I assume
that most people, when they think of the Animal D amage Con t r o l
Program think of it as a la rgely rural program, i t d o e s
have...carry over into urban settings where skunks that might
c arry r ab i es o r b i r d popu l a t i o n s that may cause problems in
d owntown areas , t h e p r og r a m i s ca l l ed i n t o address t h o se
problems. So the program is,a s I s a i d, n ot a new o n e . I f y o u
look at the funding levels, and I h ave t h em in c a s e yo u ' r e
interested, the re was a slow deterioration o f st a t e
contribution. The federal government's contribution remainedf a' r l y consis t en t u n t i l we ac t u a l l y d ec i d e d t o a c tu a l l y e n d a l l
state contribution and this basically reinstates the program and

program.
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