April 3, 1989 LB 162

requested assistance in controlling predators ;44 rodents on
their facilities. The problem with this program gaithji s
particular time is, as we continue to show no interest from the
state in funding the program the federal government is showing
| ess interest in providing matching dollars to Nebraska to yeep
the program going and keep their personnel here to assist us
with the control of predators. |t has come, | think, to a point
where we now have to put our noney where our nouth is. |

want the program, we' re going to have to begin sone sort of a

contribution. I'm not suggesting that ;

figure. If there is a better figure tﬁatzsoor(r)nrlesacceptablg%
tne body, we' Il accept that, but this particular figure ;g g
that | think would provide a statew de enforcenment programthh
14 field people that would provide a uniformenforcement ,..0gg
the State of Nebraska. Lastly, | just say that the program
qUite hOneStly, wi |1 have to take its pl ace in Spend|ng

priorities in this body along with all the others that we' ve
been debating. It is nmy hope that, at the very least, that we

could ‘advance this bpill across the board to Fl naI Readi ng and
then allow it to take its place in order andwe' whether
or not it is a high enough priority by the body to put it in
the...either in the budget, the trailer bill 0 pass this
authorizing | egislation. The program basically is already in
effect, so it is not authorizing a new program It is simply
reinstating dollars that we once had in theprogramthat we
chose to cut out in 1985. For those that were ere, .you'll
renmenber that we had to cut the program because of the funding
probl.ems we had in the md-eightie s. In that meantime we've
been trying to get. .linp along with the programthat has
received very little support, in fact, no support from the
state, but there has been sone assistance by private and
olitical subdivisions on the |ocal I evel that have actuall y
ept the programgoing. sSo it is my hope that this body woul d
see fit to advance the bill today. As | said, we can debate the

figures and whether this is a priority at another time, but |
think it's very inportant that we nove this issue forward. With

tb_hl?t, M. President, | would move for the advancement of the
i

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Thank you, Sir. Discussion on the advancenent
of LB 162, Senator Elnmer, followed by Senator Wesely.

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, Mr. President and members, as

vice-chair of the Ag Committee we've |istened to this
.gislation and through |etters from constituents jn  our
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