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the state back in \]Uly 1 of 1975. For those of you in this body
tha_t _remer_Tber this issue, we made several budget cutting
decisions in 1985, 10 years later, andone of the programs that
happened to be cut by this Legisl ature happened to be "t he Ani nal
Damage Control Program I'd like to go throu?h a very brlef
hi story for you about the program and how it was funded
mentioned, in July 1 of 1975, the original program was fundec? at
| evel of $63, 000 and this was in cooperation with funds that
were given to us in a matching share by i.he federal government.
We had 14 fieldnmen at that tinme that were hel ping provide ani nal

dan’age Contr0| nf or cement across the state. Th h h t
mar k of this program happened to be in fiscal year lg8llq n \\/%ai cehr
we had a state contribution of about, $165, 000 about a
similar  number of field people out in the Id

July 1 of 1985, the state dropped all of its cooperatlvBe fundS

inthis program and that funding was then assumed by sever aI
entities, mainly the federal governnent, but also by the Mead
Ani mal Research Center out at NARC which has a contract with the
Ani mal Damage Control authorities to control predator control in
that area. Al so, several counties banded together jnqtr ied to

get a fund...to try and continue to have enforcenent prowded
across their area. |n fact, 16 counties did ggo at that time
with a contribution of al nost $60, 000. Weare still without any
financial dollars fromthe state. This bill would call for, |

think, approximtely $312, 000 t hat would fund a statewide
enforcenent program |' ve handed out on your desk a map of the

State of Nebraska that shows you on the front what current areas
inthe state are covered by the Animal Damage control  Pro m.
Nost of t hese counties that are protected by thls progra?n ﬁave

done so at their own cost by making ejther counties providing
contributions or private groups, private nostly |ivestock
groups, providing some kind of financial benefit to keep the
programgoing in their counties. The second page of the program
shows you how the statewi de programwould work with 14 field
people in the field, reinstating just about to the gjnpilar |evel

of what we had back in 1975. |t was the nmiddle selection, the
USDAgave me a vyariety, a menu of options. | selected the
middle one which called for a contribution of approxi mately
$312,000 and | think the programis one that has received an
awful lot of support by |andowners, property guwne rs, livestock
people all over the state, of course, the USDA with the Nead

Ani mal Research Center We al so have our cities who someti mes
have bird control problens in their areas. |incoln here had a

probl em at one tine. Airport authorities have had problems.
Counties have had their share of problems. Golf courses have
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