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SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR LANDIS: ...get the reports of an institutional critic,
a consultant , who reviews the natural gas i ndustry ' s r eq u e st s
f or gr e a t e r r a t es And this last year in the far west, this
mechanism has led to a challenge by the gas companies w hen t h e
far western cities, acting in reliance on their consultant,
denied some of the increases requested by KN. The amount of
rate difference that KN wanted and got was roughly a million
dollars a year. That case went to our Lancaster County District
Court and the court supported the cities and did not support the
utilities. The mechanism, in other words, meant about a million
dollars of rate reli..f for those far western payers a year. I
do no t have a cont r a ry example of strong, effective rate
regulation in the Public Service Commission.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Tire has e x p i r e d .

SENATOR LANDIS: .. that co mpares.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Nr. Speaker, members of the body, I t hi nk
Senator Landis did a good job of explaining. W hat we' ve done i n
this state, I g uess, through our regulation is we have given
control of natural gas through the cities, to our cities, and we
kind of put it in concrete a couple years a go when w e pa ss e d
LB 663 which was Senator Korshoj's priority bill a couple years
ago and we simply...this is what we' re doing with this here. It
is a l l o wing the Ci t y o f Li nc o l n , and this just deals wi'h t he
City of Lincoln, to have control and that is where it has been
with our historical context within this state. It mig ht be
different than in other states and w e' re probably a p u b l i c
utilities...Public Service Commission, and o t h e r st at es might
control it but in thisstate we' ve left it up to the cities to
regulate natural gas rates within their boundaries, and so w it h
that, I simply would ask the body to advance this bill. What i t
w il l me a n I t hi nk i n t he l o n g r u n , i t wi l l mea n c heaper r a t e s
for the people that live in the City of Lincoln bec a use t her e
wil l be som e c ompetit i on , t h e y w i l l ha v e t w o p i p e l i n e s r a t h e r
than one. So with that, I would ask the body t o adv a nc e the
bill unless there is other questions.

SPEAKER BARRETT: A.>y further d i s c u ss i on? S enator Landis , a n y
closing?
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