April 3, 1989 LB 95

SENATOR HANNIBAL: | know.
SENATOR LANDI S: . ..their concerns have been alleviated.
SENATOR HANNI BAL: And the | eague?

SENATOR LANDIS: The | eagues neutrality | don't recall other
than this is just sinply a bill that relates to one area of p¢

cities and not all cities and they are concerned generally that
not hi ng be done in 95 that undoes the natural gas regulation | aw

that we did about a year and a half ago, two years ago. In
fact, in the redraftingof | B95 it has geen very clearly
outlined that the methodol ogy for regul ationis, jn fact, the
very nethod that we use in the natural gas regul ation law.' That
was not originally clear in the waythe bill wasdrafted. Ag

you can see, conmittee counsel Stadtwald worked very hard to (o
sone redrafting to adjust those concerns.

SENATOR HANNIBAL:  And since |I' |l probably run out of time, I'Il
ask you one other question then and maybe you covered it in the
conmi ttee amendments as to why the city is 5 petter regul ator
than the Public Service Conmmission in this case. '] ggive you
the rest of nmy time to answer that, but if you run out, | \vould
hope you woul d take sone time to explain that.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, | will .
SPEAKER BARRETT: Two minutes.

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the

Legislature, the question that Senator Hannibal asks is why
cities and not the Public Service C<.nmission in the regul ation
of this situation. At one time, tnere would have been an

arguable constitutional challenge that said that, in fact, tpe
Public Service Commission was the rjght hone for this. A t one
time in our Constitution, it indicated that not only for comon
carriers, but for utilities, the Public Service Comm ssion would
have been the court of last resort for regulation, The ver

word utility was, in fact, deleted fromthe Public Service
Commi ssion's constitutional nmandate at one point. The natural

gas regulation in this state is done through a series of
act »finding procedures funded by ratepayers that go to 5 it

council. The C|ty gets to hear the argunents of the natural gas
company and they..
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