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CLERK: Nr . President, Senator Wehrbein would nove to amend the
bill. Those anmendnents are on page 1409 of the Journal.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEI N:  Yes, Nr. Speaker and menbers, this anmendnent,
if youwant to follow jt is printed in, like | say, on
page 1409. |t sngoly nmore firmy describes the guidelines’to be
used for the 'lead contractor and what shall be done in ternms of
this bill. Espe"ially on page 6 of thepj||, if you notice
where the first wording fits in, sinply what it says,
geographic distribution of © | gcal network offices t ensure
maxi mum f easi bl e access by all businesses throughout the spate,

prior experience of the applicant in the delivery of similar

programs designed to strengthen |ocal economes.” " |t's simply a
matter to broaden the defini. or not broaden but nore clearly
define the definition of what we nean here aswe wuse...in this

Nebraska network and to be sure that the best qualified
contractor is, in fact, gelected and that the gui delines are to
be met. The same would go with thesecond section of the
anend.nent. That will assure $125,000 to be transferred, i pe
made available within the DED budget and the iher phase does

take $50,000, the third part, and adds that too, sothere is

anple funds in the.. jnthis to be...to carry out the urposes
of the bill. I think that adequately explai%/lstheinten{J oPit.
It is intent to make the bill clearer 35 to what the intent of
this is and | think it will lead to a muchfairer

. considerati on
by all those involved, for those that are applying for these

grants and will assure that the |lead contractor is, in fact, the
best qualified statewide.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Di scussion gn the amendment
of fered by Senator Wehrbein. sepator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: ~ Thank you, Nr. Speaker, and nenbers, | woul d
support the Wehrbein amendment. |t is a clarifying amendnent to
deal with sone concerns expressed by some regional economic

devel opnent districts. \W have been working with themon this
proposal and | think it does clarify sone concerns that they had

and should lead to some inprovements in the gjtyuation. Thank
you. A little accident, we're fine ever here.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any other discussion'? Senator Wehrbein,
anything further on your anmendnent?
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