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CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Wehrbein would move to amend the
bill. Those amendments are on page 1409 of the Journal.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a to r Wehrbe i n .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes, Nr. Speaker and members, this amendment,
if you want to follow i t , i s p r i n t ed i n , l i k e I sa y , on
page 1409. It simply more firmly describes the guidelines to be
used for the 'lead contractor and what shall be done in terms of
this bill. Espe"ially on page 6 of the bill, if you no tice
where th e first wording fits in, simply what it s ays,
"geographic distribution of local network offices t o en s u r e
maximum feasible access by all businesses throughout the state,
prior experience of the applicant in the delivery of s imilar
programs designed to strengthen local economies." I t ' s s i m p l y a
matter to broaden the defini...or not broaden but more clearly
define the definition of what we mean here as we u se . . . i n t h i s
Nebraska n et w o r k and t o be sur e t ha t the best qualified
contractor is, in fact, selected and that the guidelines are to
be m e t. The same would go w ith thesecond section of the
amend.nent. That will assure $125,000 to be transferred, wil l be
made available within the DED budget and the o ther p ha se d o e s
t ake $5 0 , 0 00 , t he third part, and adds that too, so ther e i s
ample funds in the...in this to be...to carry out t he p u rp o s e s
of the bill. I think that adequately explains the intent of it.
I t i s i nt e nt t o ma k e t h e b i l l cl e ar e r as to what the intent of
t hi s i s a n d I t h i nk i t wi l l l ead t o a m u c h f a i r er c onsider a t i o n
b y a l l t hose i nv o l v e d , for those that are applying for these
grants and will assure that the lead contractor is, in fact, the
b est q u a l i f i ed st at e w i d e .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. Di scu s si on on the amendment
offered by Senator Wehrbein. S enator Wesely .

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr . S p eaker , and members, I would
support the Wehrbein amendment. It is a clarifying amendment to
deal with some concerns expressed b y some r eg i on a l economic
development districts. We have been working with them on this
proposal and I think it does clarify some concerns that they had
and should lead to some improvements in the situation. Than k
you. A little accident, we' re f i n e eve r h er e .

SPEAKER BARRETT: A ny o t h e r d i scu ss i o n '? S enator Wehr b e i n,
anything further on your amendment?
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