
A pri l 3 , 19 8 9 LB 592

they can see, is about AIDS and d r u gs . So I r eal l y feel
probably we have started on a preliminary program of teaching
children what drugs do to them. Also, I find it very insulting
to have the police force of any city.

. .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Sen at o r I angford , ex cu s e m e. (Gavel . )

SENATOR LANGFORD: ...insulted on the floor of the L egis l a t u r e .
True or not true, if it's true, we do something ; i f i t i sn ' t , we
do not insult very hard working citizens in our state who t r y
desperately hard to defend us. I am opposed to th e br acket
bill. I think the time has come for us to understand that we
now are on a different thinking in drug punishment. M any, m a n y
years in this country we punished only the pusher that we could
find, whoever we could find that was in the business o f m a k in g
money f r om dr ugs . The law is now that. we can punish users,
after all they are the customer, they are the one that is making
it possible for somebody to become rich on drug pushing. If we
punish the user, we help the problem. I think everyone that
deals in drugs, whether they use, w hether t h e y p u s h , what t h ey
do, are committing a crime, therefore, they should be punished.
The fact that they must be punished under this bill is the only,
t he onl y t hi n g t h e b i l l s ays , real l y , wi t h an i nc r e ase in
punishment. Please don't bracket the bill, and vote for it with
a n opportun i t y . Tha n k y o u .

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u . S enator P i r s c h , p l e a s e .

SENATOR PIRSCH: Tha n k y o u , N r . S pe a ke r . Nembers of t h e bo d y ,
this is not the complete solution and we know that. We all
agree t hat r ed her r i ngs have been drawn across this trail of
debate, costs of prison, the hi ghway p atrol, une qual
application, education needed for our children. All of those do
represent ideas that need to be addressed. The forfeiture of
drug profits passed several years ago. That certainly wasn' t
the end all but it was a beginning. We need education. We need
better and more law enforcement. W e need prosecu t i o n a n d w e
need cour t s t h at r e sp o n d . I n th e J u d i c i a ry Co mmi t t e e , w e h a d
testimony from Jim Joneson who is Chairman of the Drug Policy
Board and I would like to share it with you. He would point out
that the Drug Policy Board, through its contacts with various
c rimina l j ust i ce agen c i e s and citizens and the examination of
statistics available to it, found that one of the problems was
disparity of sentencing,coupled with a time lapse that occurs
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