April 3, 1989 LB 592

we were having a real serious interconnected problem of those
items, suicide, pregnancyand drug use anong our teenagers and
we were trying to figure out why is that happening. And from
the research we did and what we coul d come back vvlth is that

there is...the interconnecting problemis f-|rra
| ack of confldence | ack of understandi ng 0#( one o ein 9ﬁ
| arger world and that we needed to work with these k| ds. not

just as teenagers but all through school as they were going to
grade school s and junior high schools and trying to develop
their social interaction skills and their understanding of
t hensel ves and their world around them And we don't have all
the solutions and there is no one solution for this problem but,
certainly, the idea of trying to intercede with these children
and set up a systemthroughout our schools that would start at
an early age and through a conprehensive healthprogramtry to
find some way to help their self- |mag|ng, try and help them
understand the world around them ing tohelp them have
self-confidence is the way we m ght bui Id the citisens that (gp
resist the tenptations of drug use 353 teenager and as an adult

later inlife. And it seens to ne. it seens to ne what we need
to do is sit down and talk about LB'592 in this broader context.

LB 592 is the end of the road solution to theproblembut it' s
too late at that point. What we need to tal k about how we
get to that point and how we can stop from reaching that point.
And | think Senator Schinmek has a bill in the concept that may
help and there a)e other ideas out there. pNow Senator Schmit
t al ked about the punlshnEnt role to Stopping this sort of

activity that. with sFeedi ng, that if we get out there gnd
puni sh and catch these people that are speeding and give them a
ticket that they will stop speeding. | |ook at it a different

way. It' s sort of a situation when you have children and all of
you probably have had experience with children, one route
dealing with children that are misbehaving i's you punish them
you spank them you put themin a room time out. Di fferent
approaches have been used in that regard. Another approach is
to sit down and talk to themand ask them why are you doing
this? What i s the problen ?Whyis this happening'? Sonetines
that works and sometimes it doesn't but it certainly seems to
me, as we have sat down and talked to people on this problem
that we have identified at |east one sore point, one problem
point and if we can begin to address it, hopefully, wecan save
these young people fromever reaching the point that we need ;4

i nvoke the sort of penalties under this bill

SPEAKER BARRE T: One mi nute.
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