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we were having a real serious interconnected problem of those
items, suicide, pregnancy and drug use among our teenagers and
we were trying to figure out why is that happening. A nd f r o m
t he r e s e arch w e di d and what we could come back with is that
there is...the interconnecting problem is lack of self-image,
lack of confidence, lack of understanding of one' s role in the
larger world and that we needed to work with these kids, not
just as teenagers but all through school as they were going to
grade schools and junior high schools a n d t r yi ng t o d e v e l op
their social interaction skills and their understanding of
themselves and their world around them. And we don' t hav e a l l
the solutions and there is no one solution for this problem but,
certainly, the idea of trying to intercede with these children
and set up a system throughout our schools that would start at
an early age and through a comprehensive health program try to
find some way to help their self - i maging, try and help them
understand t he wor l d around them, trying to help them have
self-confidence is the way we might build the citisens that can
resist the temptations of drug use a s a t e e nager and a s a n a d u l t
later in life. And it seems to me. ..it seems to me what we need
to do is sit down and talk about LB 592 in this broader context.
LB 592 is the end of the road solution to the problem but it' s
too late at that point. What we need to talk about i s h o w w e
get to that point and how we can stop from reaching that point.
And I think Senator Schimek has a bill in the concept t hat m a y
help and th ere a)e other ideas out there. Now Senator Schmit
talked about the punishment role to s topping this sort of
activity that...as with speeding, that if we get out there and
punish and catch these people that are speeding and give them a
ticket that they will stop speeding. I look at it a different
way. It' s sort of a situation when you have children and all of
you probably have had experience with children , one r out e to
dealing with children that are misbehaving is you punish them,
you spank them, you put them in a room, time out. Diffe rent
approaches ha ve bee n u s ed in t ha t r ega r d . A nother approach i s
to sit down and talk to them and ask them, why ar e y ou doi ng
this? Wha t is the problem'? Why is t h i s h a ppening'? Sometimes
that works and sometimes it doesn't but it certainly seems to
me, as we h ave sat down and talked to people on this problem
that we have identified at least one sore point, one p roblem
point and if we can begin to address it, hopefully, we can save
these young people from ever reaching the point that we need to
invoke the sort of penalties under this bill.

SPEAKER BARRE T: One minute.
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